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"The bells are ringing for me and my girl........."

See page 38 to read about
the Newton bellringers.
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C H E E S E  T A S  T I N G  E V E N T
G e t  y o u r  C  h r i s t m a s  s  h o p p i n g  a l  l  w r a p p e d  u p

Home Farm, Newton St Cyres, Exeter, Devon, EX5 5AY

www.quickes.co.uk  ·  01392 851000

To help provide inspiration for the upcoming festive season of gifting and feasting, 
we are holding a Christmas Cheese & Mulled Wine Evening.  

Ask for a loyalty card when making a purchase and have a wedge on us with 

your 6th purchase. T&C’s apply.

C H E E S E  C O U N T E R
Alongside our own cheese, we also stock other cheeses in our counter including 

Bries, Blues and Soft Goats cheese. Pre-order your Festive cheeseboard now

O P E N I  N G  T I  M E S
Monday – Friday 10am – 4pm

We will be open on Saturday 4th, 11th and 18th of December 9am till 1pm

Stuart Dowle will be hosting the event in our Cheese Box in Newton St Cyres and 
will be on hand to lead you through a tutored tasting of our multi-award-winning 

wedges. There will also be plenty to sample from Capreolus’ magnificent 
charcuterie to Mrs Gill’s delicious fruit cakes and much more. 

TASTING EVENT: Thursday 18th November 4pm till 8pm
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I have a way that nobody else on the planet has to tell when autumn is giving way
to winter. The leaves turning? Not that. Morning fog? That neither. Everybody can
see that. What I have is different. It’s the hole in the trees on the other side of the
A377 from our place.

In the spring and summer months, that hole is not there. It’s filled in with new
growth and is as impenetrable as everything left and right of it. But come late
autumn, the hole starts to reappear as the foliage droops and drops. And then it’s
there again, and will be until it’s not.

Every morning, I check. No hole as yet as I write, but maybe by the time these
words are published, I’ll be able to see through to the other side of the trees.
When that happens, I know that summer (what there was of it this year) will be a
memory, and soon enough autumn will follow.

But for now, there’s so much to enjoy in this little Eden my wife and I dropped into
a little more than two years ago after more than 40 years on the other side of the
world, first in Hong Kong and then the Philippines.

In the Philippines, there are just two seasons in the year: summer is
uncomfortably hot and extremely wet, and winter is uncomfortably hot and
extremely dry. There is little outward sign of change anywhere. There is certainly
no marker over there like that noble tree (I’m guessing oak, but I really have no
idea) that stands alone, in the middle of that vast field, on the left as you drive,
Exeter-bound, down the A377 at Cowley.

The tree is clinging on to its leaves at the moment, but when they’re gone, its
statuesque skeleton will be visible. I find that wonderful, being able to track, more
or less, how lovely, strong trees grew from saplings to what they are now. In a
strange way, I find the bare trees of winter more attractive than fully leafed ones.

The transition from autumn to winter changes the way everybody lives. Us too.
We don’t yet have the biting cold of January and February (that came as a shock
to us, I can tell you!), but the food on our family table is changing. Lasagna,
cottage pie, stews, apple crumble – they’re back. Salads don’t make much sense
any more, but a mulled wine does, if only I knew how to make a good one!

I remember, in our first winter here, my wife and I used to watch in horror as the
sun slipped down over the rooftops on Exeter High St at 4:30pm. We wondered
where in heaven’s name we had landed. And now? In the evenings, we happily
close the blinds as soon as the light fades, get the log fire going and settle down
to read or shout at the TV news. That’s bliss. That’s Newton St Cyres in autumn.

Thoughts for November from Peter Cordingley
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT ….. October 2021

The meeting, held on 7th October, was attended by nine Councillors, the Parish
Clerk, the Mid Devon District Councillor (Graeme Barnell), our Climate Change
Officer (Sue Rowell) and two members of the public.

Climate Change Report

• Councillors were invited to attend a Zoom meeting on Tuesday
12th October to focus on the possible actions we can take as part
of the climate change emergency.

• The Parish Hall has conducted a survey, with the help of Devon
Communities Together, to see how energy efficiency in the
Parish Hall can be improved. Several ideas have been taken
forward for further investigation.

• The possibility of installing electric charging points in the Parish
Hall car park and near the Rec. was investigated.
Unfortunately, no suitable option was available at present. This
will be re-examined at a later date.

Planning

• Planning applications for the erection of antennae on the
church tower and of a roof over a silage clamp at Five Elms
farms were both approved.

• The planning application for the development of the old school
site has been delayed as it has been passed for independent
arbitration. Some of the concerns previously expressed by the
Parish have been addressed in the latest application. However,
the developer has applied to have the requirement for section
106 funding (contributions to funding for community and social
infrastructure required from most developments) waived.

• The Parish Council has agreed to try to formulate a
‘Neighbourhood Plan’. Should we have one of these, Mid Devon
will be required to take it into account when formulating its

own plans for housing etc. This will allow Newton St Cyres Parish to
have a voice in the future development of the village. Grants

are available to fund the activity and we have a potential advisor
who can guide us through the process. The stages of the process
are as follows:
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o The Parish Council will apply to Mid Devon Council for
permission to draft a Neighbourhood plan.

o A small committee will be formed to run the project. Two or
three councillors will take part, but we will need two or three
members of the public as well.

o A housing needs questionnaire will be sent out so that the
future requirements of the Parish can be identified.

o The responses to the questionnaire will be analysed and used to
form the plan.

o The plan will be circulated to parishioners for approval.
o If more than 50% of parishioners approve the plan, it will be

passed to Mid Devon, who will then acknowledge it.

The Boniface Trail and the A377 Action Group

• The A377 Action Group has recently been reformulated to
contain representatives from all the parishes along the A377
between Exeter and Crediton.

• A series of meetings have been arranged with Devon County
Council Highways department. These are, in part, to discuss
ways of mitigating the increased usage of the road as new
housing is built from Crediton and beyond.

• At the first meeting, the group was informed that more trains
will be running along the Tarka Line as a permanent feature. It
is hoped that these will be used by commuters. However, there
is no plan to increase the number of trains stopping at Newton
St Cyres in the first phase.

• The funding of the Boniface Trail was also discussed. Members
of the Boniface Trail committee have worked hard for some
time to develop this pedestrian-cycleway between Exeter and
Crediton and progress has been made. However, it is in need of
substantial funding, and they are looking for support from
Devon County Council. Despite meeting with general
enthusiasm, money has yet to be allocated. It transpires that to
achieve funding, certain standards will need to be complied
with. It is now proposed that Devon Highways carry out an
outline feasibility study. Even this will cost in excess of £20,000.
The funding has been applied for.

Other road issues

• The bank that runs along the bottom of the gardens of New
Estate was discussed. It has become very overgrown and
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the mechanism for maintaining it was discussed.
Graeme Barnell agreed to look at this as part of his
regular inspections of areas maintained by Mid Devon
later this month.

• A member of the public raised the point that pedestrians are
not easily seen at night on Station Road. (Parishioners
are reminded that bright or fluorescent clothing should
be worn.) However, a ‘pedestrians on the road’ warning
sign might be helpful.

• A query was raised about the progress for getting a salt bin for
Kingfisher Close was raised. The Parish Clerk will chase
this up.

• The hedge along the edge of the Belluno Garden is still
obstructing the view of cars joining the A377 at
Belluno’s. This is the responsibility of the restaurant
owners, and the parish clerk will write to them
reminding them of this.

• Heavy usage of Langford Road continues.

• An application has been submitted for a grant to cover the cost
of equipment for the road traffic wardens. This will be
stored in a trailer. A suitable location for the trailer is
now required.

Other Council Business

• Parishioners are warned that thieves are operating in our area.
Two men in a white van took goods from a garden in West Town
Road. Also, it appears that ‘dognappers’ may be looking to
identify homes with expensive dogs.

• The asbestos has been removed from the shed on the
allotments.

• The site recording and monitoring of the defibrillators has been
passed by the ambulance service to another organisation.

• Newton St Cyres Football Club requested contribution for new
netting and football goalposts. This will be part of a bid for
more grant funding from elsewhere. It was agreed to give £200
provided there were facilities available for casual play by non-

football club members who were part of the Parish.
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You’ve read the manuals, called the helplines, and  things 

are still not much better.  Why not try a local  expert 

instead?  Some of the things I can do are:

Computer Support and Supply Services

 

I offer a service for home or business users, which is local, 

friendly, professional, and unbiased. Home visits a speciality, 

including  evenings or weekends, to suit you. 

- Dialword Limited, Shobrooke -

Contact Ian Gunter on (01392) 851841

• Optimise or upgrade your computer.

• Provide you with a new computer.

• Get your broadband working properly.

• Set up networking for computers, tablets, 

readers and ‘phones.

• Tackle hardware and software issues.

• Try to get data from a dead machine.

• Advise on your computer security.

• Prepare your old computer for 

scrapping.

Page 59

Page 59

Page 59

• A report was submitted by Jock Campbell on a recent ‘Building
Community Resilience’ meeting. Two points stand out. Over the
past years, flooding in Devon has most frequently occurred in
August and not in winter! Also, Newton St Cyres is one of three
rapid-response catchments. This means that severe flooding is
likely and likely to happen quickly after rainfall. We already
know this, and we have in place a good flood warning system
along the Shuttern Brook.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held in the Parish Hall on
Thursday 4th November 2021 at 7:00pm. Members of the public are welcome.
However, COVID guidelines mean that the number of attendees will be limited.
Alternatively, if members of the public wish issues to be raised in council
meetings, they can contact councillors in the usual way.

Liz Ouldridge
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NEWTON RAMBLERS

RECREATION GROUND CLUB

Sunday 21st November

8 of us, and a dog, joined the October walk along the Creedy valley. It was
most enjoyable and we were blessed with a beautiful sunny day.

This month we have a walk of about 3.5 miles, mainly on footpaths, with
good views, but a few hills. We will walk for a short while from the car park
along the remains of the south wall of the Burgh of Crediton before taking
the most moderate route up the hill to the QE School campus and then down
to Salmonhutch, eastwards by the River Yeo and back into Crediton via
Union Terrace.

We will meet by the entrance to St Saviours Car Park in Crediton at 10.00
a.m.

All welcome. Any queries to Roger or Jean
Wilkins on 01392 851338.

Please note that anyone joining us on these
walks obviously does so at their own risk.

November gives us darts on Wednesday and Thursday evenings, and on
Saturdays we have youth football in the mornings and senior football in
the afternoons.

There will be a family party on a Sunday afternoon to make up our
programme for November, but that could change very quickly and we
could become busy.

If the situation changes in the country, we will of course follow the
guidelines of the time.

Wendy Lewis
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Newton St Cyres Tennis Club

Fancy playing tennis again after a break?

Not sure if you are good enough to
join a club?
Come to a Rusty Rackets session at
Newton St Cyres Tennis Club.
Saturdays 9-10am (10 am-12pm if
more time wanted).
Coach Jon Wills will facilitate play
and advise you on your game.
Maximum 6 people per session,
£8 for one hour.

Please contact Jon on:
jrw23@hotmail.com,
tel. 07555 595747

Or Laura Leigh on:
winstodehouse@gmail.com,
tel. 01647 24259

Sally Baldwin

Not much to report this month. League matches
continue, coaching sessions continue – both for adult
and junior members – and club sessions continue.
The committee has had quite a lot to deal with over
the past couple of years, what with court resurfacing,
new lighting, the cricket ball protection net, and of
course Covid, so a period of calm may be quite
welcome!

We always welcome new members, so for any information please check out our website
www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk or talk to our membership secretary Laura Leigh on
01647 24259.

mailto:23@hotmail.com
http://www.newtonstcyrestennisclub.co.uk
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Beer Engine Cricket Club
After a Covid-affected 2020 season where we
managed only a few games, it was a delight to
have a full season of fixtures this year. Our
thanks go to all at the Rec for booking and
preparing the ground so that we could run
around with varying degrees of speed and
elegance, with some of us even able to stop the
ball from crossing the boundary. This tended to
fall to our new recruits, brought into the team as
a result of a “youth policy”, consisting of Max
Gillard, Josh Davey and Bailey Carbines. They
added athletic flair to a somewhat wheezy
squad.

We won a few, lost a few and only one match
was cancelled due to the weather – predictably,
against the Met Office. Half centuries were

scored by Mike Barlow, Bailey Carbines, Tim Gilbert, Ian Gillard, Bruce Kerry and Paul
Sandys, with John Slater winning the duck race. Paul Sandys also took the most wickets.
Well done, all.

Our AGM was held at the Beer Engine on 8th October to reflect on the season past and
plan for the next.

Our captain, Bruce Kerry gave an entertaining recap of all the dropped catches, idiotic
run-outs, bowling howlers and devilish precision and batting acts of sheer brilliance over
the year. Sadly, he also has decided to let someone else have the ‘thrill’ of getting 11 of us
to play cricket in the same place at the same time and for the same side, so Ian Gillard has
stepped in.

We couldn’t remember quite how many years Bruce has done the job for, but he probably
started in the early noughties, so a long time. We thanked Bruce in the appropriate way by
cheering and quaffing copious draughts of Hop-Flavoured Fun Juice.

Our Fixtures Sec, Mike Stradling, had provided us with the usual high standard of
opposition. Our thanks went out to Mike for 14 years of giving us the opportunity to
arrive in the right place, at the right time to play this crazy game. As Mike too has decided
to let someone else have the fun of being Fixtures Sec, Paul Sandys was duly elected. We
thanked Mike in our usual rowdy beer-affected way.
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We were fortunate in having enough money to convert some of our reserves into liquid
assets, and so were able to provide a small pot of beer tokens to use on the night. Our
treasurer also acts as our Stats master, and in order to stop all the claims and counter
claims of batting and bowling excellence, he has produced yearly tables of just such data.
The forlorn hope that this would stop the arguments were just that! Our thanks went out to
Tim Gilbert for his solid performances with bat, ball, tables and spreadsheets.

Steve Jones is to continue as Chairman, as he can’t seem to do much else these days, and
the Fines masters role is to be taken on by our ‘youth policy’, of Max, Josh and Bailey;
good luck, lads. Life Presidents are to be our Sponsors and Spiritual Guides, Will and
Victoria Maltby, for another year.

AOB:
1. The 2022 tour is going to be against the Ibiza cricket club, from 21st to
28th September.
2. Shirts. There was a general feeling that new shirts and caps are required,
and Paul S is to look into designs and cost.

That’s it, folks. Keep your bats dry, and it’s only 24 weeks until nets.

TG & SJ

Newton St Cyres 200 Club
The draw for September took place at the Coffee morning on Saturday
9th October and the winners were:

If anyone would like a number just let me know. There are a few
spares

The Club is registered through the Mid Devon District Council Licensing Department as
a Small Society Lottery under the Gambling Act 2005
Jane
01392 851148

No. 183 T Playle £100.00              

No. 25 S Lane £10.00             

No. 107 E Rickard £10.00             

No. 187 J & M Snell £10.00              

No. 162 A Pritchard £10.00
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NOVEMBER 2021 PUB & KITCHEN OPENING

Mon.
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs,
Fri,Sat,
Sun,

Bars
closed

16.00 - 2100

16.00 - 22.00

12.00 - 23.00

12.00 - 18.00

Kitchen
closed

closed

17.00 - 20.30 (Bar Menu)

Lunch: 12.00 - 15.00
Evening: 17.00 - 21.00

closed
FOR MENUS AND FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE

CHECK OUR WEBSITE
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Newton St Cyres toddler group
Come along and join us every 

Wednesday in term time, lots of great 
toys to play with. Stories to enjoy, 
craft session and activities to try. 

It is great family fun.
Our family sessions are £2 a time and 

run from 9:30-11:30am. The price 
includes a drink and a snack.

We would love you to join us in 
Newton St Cyres Village hall.



For further contact:
Alissa Haward
01392 851591

alissacookie@yahoo.co.uk
or on our facebook page;

Newton Nappies

Contact:
Anna Bonnett
07930403375

newtonnappies@outlook.com
or see our facebook page

Newton Nappies
We would love you to join us at Newton St

Cyres Primary School

Pumpkin
Soup

2lb (1 kg) Pumpkin flesh cut into large chunks
2 cloves garlic
4 tablespoons rapeseed or olive oil
2 teaspoons paprika or curry powder
1 tablespoon tomato puree
1 1/2 pints (1 litre) vegetable stock
A little milk, and 1oz (25g) butter

Cook pumpkin, oil and garlic gently in a large saucepan for a few minutes.
Add paprika or curry powder, tomato puree and stock.
Bring to the boil then simmer until the pumpkin is soft.
Allow to cool then puree with a blender or food processor.
Season with salt and pepper and finish the soup with milk and butter.
This is good with homemade bread.

Paul Cleave
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Update on local railway plans
A meeting of the A377 Action Group was held on Tuesday 28th September via Zoom

Present: Graeme Barnell (MDDC Councillor Newbrooke Ward, Chair), Jim Enright (Chair NSC
PC), Liz Brookes-Hocking (Mayor of Crediton and CTC), Margaret Squires
(DCC Councillor Taw and Mid Exe and Sandford PC ), Sara Randall-Johnson
(DCC Councillor, Broadclyst), Frank Letch (MDDC Councillor and CTC),
Jamie Kemp (EDDC Councillor Exe Valley), Michelle Woodgates (DCC
Senior Highway Development Management Officer), Jamie Hulland (DCC
Transportation Strategy & Road Safety Manager), Christian Irwin (Network
Rail Industry Programme Director SW), Jane Hole (Parish Clerk NSC)

Rail Service Improvements
Christian Irwin from Network Rail updated the meeting as follows:
The government have invested £40million into re-opening the Okehampton line, which will run
Mondays to Sundays. This is part of a national £500 million investment to restore lost railways and will
be the first one in the country to reopen by the end of this year. At first, trains will be two hourly in each
direction and all calling at Crediton. By next May, line speed improvement work will be completed and
that will allow trains to run every hour. The opening date for the line will be announced shortly.
Currently, test trains are running every day.

Were there any other stations between Crediton and Okehampton that will be re-opened? Christian
explained that the funding is to open the Crediton to Okehampton line only. However, it’s hoped that
that a Western Development Transport hub that could be accessed from the A30, may be opened at some
point in the future, although no funding has been identified. Current plans allow for extra stations to be
added, if possible, in the future.

Historically, there are three other old stations: Bow, which is in private ownership and unlikely to ever
reopen; North Tawton, which is closed and in private ownership – although there a possibility that at
some point in the future it could be considered for reopening; and Sampford Courtenay, unlikely to be
considered for re-opening due to its locality and accessibility issues. Yeoford Station on the Tarka line
could be considered for remodelling in the distant future.

It was hoped that the extra trains would help with overcrowding, and DCC were keen to provide a
timetable as soon as possible so the new service could be promoted.

From our District Councillor
Our District Councillor, Graeme Barnell is chair of the A377 Action Group which consists of
County and District Councillors for the localities between Crediton and Exeter that are adjacent to
the A377 together with the Chairs of the local Parish Councils and the Mayor of Crediton.

Councillor Barnell sends us this report on the meeting of the Action Group held on Tuesday 28th
September 2021 via Zoom. The meeting was in two parts; the first was an.....
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Once the new service is up and running and demand can be assessed, consideration can be given to more
stops at less well-used stations. However, a balance is needed between, on the one hand, shorter journey
times and attracting commuters, and, on the other hand, introducing more stops and increasing journey
times and potentially losing commuters.

With regard tomore trains stoppingatNewtonStCyreson theTarka line,GreatWesternRailwayswould
need to be consulted. Funding has been obtained to upgrade level crossings on the Tarka line, which
would allow greater speeds and improved journey times. This work will be completed over the next five
to 10 years. Once completed, consideration could be given to the timetable.

The driving force for any change has to be a case for economic development, and rail providers are
working with local authorities and taking into account such issues as housing, etc. Jamie Hulland [?]
noted that anything that supports sustainable carbon reduction and helps housing issues is welcomed in
the current climate.

Were there plans to link the Dartmoor and Tarka lines into the proposed Devon metro scheme? Christian
said this would be developed in stages. The railways in the South West are the busiest in the country
and there is a strong and bold vision for the next 10 years, but this will require funding.

Park and ride facilities in Crediton: It was noted that the current car park was small. Frank Letch had
received several complaints that the car park was being used as a dumping ground and some camping
was going on. He asked if these issues could be resolved by DCC, who own the land.

Were they any plans to electrify lines? Christian said this was a long term ambition for the main line
but not for branch lines. (Now referred to as a decarbonisation strategy).

Christian agreed to come to another meeting early next year to provide an update. He was thanked for
his attendance.

Action points:
•Christian to findout ifNetworkRailsBusiness plan/Strategic plan for theOkehamptonandTarka lines

can be shared with the group
•DCC to address the management issues affecting the car park at Crediton Station
• Jamie to confirm that DCC will fund a feasibility study for the Crediton-to-Exeter cycleway and the

timescale
• Jamie to circulate his presentation
• Jane Hole to organise next meeting for late November.
•Next meeting to update on cycleway and will address issues about the A377 itself (both Michelle

Woodgates and Jamie Hulland agreed to attend)

See the next page for part 2, the A377 Action Group’s discussions on the Crediton-to-Exeter Cycleway

The Action Group meets every two months.and att the next meeting will be addressing key issues
relating to the road and its impact on local communities. It will be attended by officers of the DCC
Highways Dept.
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Crediton-to-Exeter Cycleway
At the A377 Action Group held on Tuesday 28th September, consideration was given to the feasibility
of the Crediton-to-Exeter Cycleway, which would run through Newton St Cyres.

MDDC Councillor Graeme Barnell noted that although the cycleway was in the DCC forward plan, no
funding was allocated. Jamie Hulland, County Council Transportation Strategy & Road Safety Manager,
reported that, following a review of plans submitted by the Boniface Association, serious issues had been
identified that currently rule out adoption of the proposed route.

• The plan is limited in scope. It covers a restricted part of the required route between Crediton and
Exeter. DCC would only be interested if a realistic route that connects Crediton with Exeter can be
identified and that the route presents a feasible proposition financially, in terms of construction,
including land acquisition or long lease

• The 25-year lease that was signed in 2020 between the landowner and the Boniface Association
would not be sufficient as DCC would need a minimum of 99 years.

• The Boniface Association agreement does not allow land to be sub-let to other parties, so DCC could
not deliver or maintain a cycle path on the basis of the lease .

• The Boniface Association agreement involves the removal of
o A section of wall (approx. 4m long) in Station Road
o Numerous Trees/Hedges/Foliage

• Two sections of the Boniface Association route would exceed the 1:20 gradient guidance for
cycleways.

• The Boniface Association route isn’t sufficiently direct, however there is potential to possibly
improve this.

• The impact of the Boniface Association route on ecology is likely to be significant

Two recent documents, “Gear Change” and “Cycle Infrastructure Design”, now formed the basis of
cycleway design and these laid down strict design criteria, including the need for coherent, safe, direct,
comfortable and attractive designs. The current proposed route does not meet all the necessary criteria.
It was also noted that any proposed cycleway would need to connect places of interest and facilities
between Crediton and Exeter, as well the attractions of Crediton and Exeter themselves.

DCC were currently engaged in working on identified priority cycle trails, which meant that resources
including funding and design teams were fully occupied. No capital funding would be available until
2023 at the earliest. However Jamie is hopeful that he may be able to identify the money required to ask
outside consultants to carry out for an initial outline feasibility study. This would establish whether or
not an Exeter-to-Crediton cycleway is a realistic possibility, especially given the geo-spacial challenges
and issues of land ownership.

Jamie agreed to report back to the next meeting of this group in November on whether this study can
proceed and, if so, by when.
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Demonstration in Oils
by Hester Berry

Hester Berry lives with her family in north
Devon. She is very much in demand by art
groups and on residential courses.

She prefers to work from photographs on her phone, as the image gives a true
representation of the colours, and is back-lit. She works on Ampersand boards coated
with a mix of paint which gives a warm golden hue. The scene she painted today was a
view from St Agnes, on the Isles of Scilly, with boulders and rocks in the foreground
and sea beyond.

Working from dark to light, she concentrated on the tonal changes in the boulders first,
then worked on the sea, and finished with the sky. She mixes paint with a palette knife
and a wide variety of colours, making sure to harmonise the painting by using the same
colours in different places. She often used a palette knife to apply the paint followed by
broad strokes with a flat brush, with amazing results.

Gill Fitzpatrick

Exhibition of Paintings
{in conjunction with the Crediton Christmas tree Festival}

Boniface Centre
Crediton

Open 10am-4.30
Thurs, Fri and Sat 2nd-4th,
and 2-4.30pm on Sun 5th.
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Do You Remember...November?
November 1971

The harvest supper was attended by over 80 people, the catering team laid on
a superb spread. John Durrant held a quiz show of colour slides taken from
the air of various parts of the county.

Instead of practicing the church ringers spent the evening cleaning the belfry,
as well as oiling and tightening the various nuts and bolts.

Mr and Mrs Jack Mitchell will be leaving the Crown and Sceptre shortly to
run a a retail business in Exeter. It seems the brewery is more interested in
getting in maximum profit from rent and driving away the best tenants.

Mr Jim Pedley MBE of the TGWU will head a panel of shop stewards to
answer questions from the public at a meeting in QE school Crediton.

November 1981

The new headmaster at the school, Mr John Marshall, would like to form a
parent/teacher association with the aim of helping the school, parents and
the community keep in touch.

It would appear a rare phenomenon of “ball lightning” hit the village with a
very bright ball of blue fire, witnessed by residents of Court Orchard.

Local sleuths are requested to identify Mr Rupert Bing. This gentleman has
written to the Department for Employment to commend the policy of General
Pinochet of Chile. Mr Bing is apparently chairman of the campaign for a
cleaner world and is resident in the village.

November 1991

The Coffee Morning in aid of church funds will be held in the vicarage. As
popularity in this event is dwindling it is suggested that the vicarage be used
only occasionally.

The Crown and Sceptre are now doing take away meals at midday until 2pm
and from 6pm until 11 in the evening.

The St Cyres Players will be presenting “Christmas Crackers” in the parish
hall on 13th and 14th December.
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Volunteer Wanted:
The Newton Wonder needs help with putting together the very popular "Do You
Remember.....? page.If you would like to help with this tak which generally does
not take up too much time please contact the editor on 01392 851269 or
editor@newtonwonder.net.

Several houses in the village have had the level of radon gas inside properties
measured. All have reported levels well below the level when action needs to
be taken.

The Tennis Club has the return of the senior singles tournament, with all the
matches being on the same day.

November 2001

Bonfire Night will be celebrated at the recreation ground on Saturday 3rd
November.

The school is searching for an artist to help design backdrops for the
Christmas production of Alice in Wonderland.

The post office is hanging on to some lost property that has been handed into
the shop, a mobile phone, an umbrella and a car key on a leather fob await
claiming.

The “Big Packed Lunch” held last month was very successful. Mums and Dads
were amazed at the children’s dancing. There were a lot of laughs at the
Puppet Party.

November 2011

Wild boar have now become established in woodlands around the village.
Walkers are reminded to keep to recognised paths and keep dogs on a lead.

The Parish Council has obtained data regarding the speed of vehicles through
the village. It was noted that speed was appreciably reduced when the
Community Speed Watch team were active.

The Best Kept Village judges were present at Newton St Cyres and gave a
fair but positive report, praising the efforts in in may areas and offering
advice where more attention was needed. The village was strongly
recommended to progress to the third round of the competition.
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Newton St Cyres History Group

The successful Crediton Area History Zoom (CAHZOOM) talks
resumed this autumn, hosted by Mark Norman at Crediton
Library. The first meeting was held at 4pm on Friday 8th

October, where the speaker was John Salvatore. He is now the
Historic Environment Officer in Plymouth but has worked for
English Heritage and Exeter Archaeology. His PhD thesis was
in Roman military archaeology, and he delivered an excellent
presentation on the ‘Roman Military Bath-House at Exeter’.

Four Roman legions invaded Britain in AD 43, on the orders of the Emperor Claudius.
Vespasian, who was to be a future emperor, led the Second Legion Augusta and it is in
the written accounts of his campaigns that we are told of the legion fighting along the
south coast, on the Isle of Wight and at Maiden Castle. Although it is unlikely that
Vespasian himself came to Exeter, the inference is that the Second Legion Augusta
arrived here in around AD55 and started to build a large fortress. The numbers involved
are astonishing. There would have been about 6,ooo legionaries, an equivalent number
of auxiliaries, and then the camp followers, tradesmen and workers. Probably
something like 20,000 people arrived in the area.

The legionaries were experienced builders, and soon the infrastructure of the Roman
occupation took shape, with roads and outlying forts. Topsham was established as the
port to bring in goods from the rest of the empire, and a road led up to Exeter, with
buildings along it. A civilian settlement at the St Loyes site has been recently
excavated, and it had large defensive ditches as it would have been important to protect
Exeter’s connection with its port.

Excavations in the 1970s and 1980s at the Guildhall and in front of the Cathedral
revealed the position of the fortress and its buildings. Roman fortresses were built to a
standard pattern, with barracks, around the perimeter and in the centre the fabrica or
bronze works, the granary, the bath house and the principia, which was the central
administration block, which housed the commander’s quarters, the money chests and the
legionary eagle standard. There would have been a hospital, but this is almost certainly
underneath the present cathedral building. The buildings were made of wood and
plaster, with red clay tile roofs.

The bath house is in front of the cathedral, and was excavated in the early 1970s. The
large Victorian church of St Mary Major then stood beside the cathedral, and cars were
parked all around the area. The church was demolished, and the plan was to make an
underground car park to improve the area at west front of the cathedral, but the
discovery of the bath house prevented this.
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It is a very significant building, without question the first stone building in the southwest.
The huge and imposing Temple of Claudius at Colchester is the only other early stone
building dating from this time, and that was destroyed in the Boudiccan rebellion of
60-61AD. The Exeter bathhouse was a large and sumptuous construction. It had three
sections, the caldarium, the tepidarium and the frigidarium, or the hot, warm and cold
rooms, as well as changing rooms, a swimming pool, plunge pools and an exercise area,
though this has not yet been found. The caldarium was heated by a hypocaust system.
The floor was built on pilae, stacks of tiles, and two furnaces, one on each side of the
room, heated the air below to warm the room above, and could be ducted through the
building. The Exeter bathhouse had glass windows, painted plaster walls and tessellated
floors. A section of a large Purbeck marble basin was found. An aqueduct, probably
wooden, brought in some 70,000 gallons of water a day from the wells at St Sidwells to
supply the baths. This luxurious amenity was a major investment in the morale of the
legionaries who would have had slaves to help to clean the dirt and sweat from their
bodies by using oils and a metal strigil or scraper.

Only about five years after the Second Augusta started building, Boudicca led the Iceni
tribe in a serious rebellion against Roman rule. Colchester and London were sacked and
burned, and all four of the Roman legions were ordered to march to fight her. Two of the
legions were fighting in Wales, and it seems that the Commander of the Second Augusta
and his Second were in Wales as well.

The Camp Prefect was left in charge in Exeter, and he disobeyed the orders. John
Salvatore pointed out that in hindsight this was a good decision, as the rebellion was
defeated without the Second Augusta. Furthermore, it was probably wise to keep the
Topsham port safe and stop the southwestern tribes from rising in sympathy with
Boudicca. However, his disobedience meant that his only option was to fall upon his
sword. The Twentieth Legion and the Fourteenth Legion were rewarded with battle
honours, Valeria Victrix and Martia Victrix, but the Second Augusta was not.

In AD75, the legion left Exeter for Caerleon in South Wales; the Welsh tribes were
troublesome whereas the southwest was peaceful. An intriguing find at Caerleon is the
tombstone of a veteran of the Second Augusta who lived to be 100 and so may well have
served at the Exeter fortress. There are no inscribed tombstones from the military period
in Exeter and it is likely that all burials were cremations.

Within a few years, the splendid stone bathhouse was converted into a basilica, the
standard administrative centre of a Roman city. The hypocaust was filled in and steps
built up to the entrance. These steps were revealed after nearly 2,000 years, when the first
excavation trench was dug in 1971. A forum was built in front of the basilica, and this
was the centre of Isca Dumnoniorum, the city that became Exeter. The city walls were
built in about AD200, some 150 years after the fortress, and enclosed a much larger area.
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Many will be aware of the periodic efforts to put the bath house remains on public
display. This was always the intention but at the end of the original excavations in 1974,
the economic difficulties of the 1970s made it impossible. The bathhouse was covered by
sand till better times came but despite several attempts it has not yet happened. There are
financial considerations, the need to protect the appearance of the west front of the
cathedral, and the matter of the English Heritage listing of the steps on the processional
way from the war memorial. John Salvatore is confident that one day the bath house will
be displayed.

After some interesting questions and discussion, the zoom talk was closed, and a
recording of it can be seen on the Crediton Library You Tube site, for those who missed
the event or would like to hear it again. A final tantalising remark from John Salvatore
was that there certainly should be a Roman fort at Crediton. He was clear that the villa at
Fordton and the road system mean that there must have been one!

Jean Wilkins

HISTORY GROUP EVENTS IN NOVEMBER

Friday 12th November 4pm
‘ History on Lundy Island’

Simon Dell will speak by Zoom to a small group of local Societies. We will

send booking details, when they are available, to those on our standard

distribution list. If you are not on this list, please contact Roger Wilkins

(rogerwilkins1@btinternet.com) for the booking details. This will be an

interesting talk from an excellent speaker.

Saturday 13th November

There is a coffee morning in the Parish Hall from 10.30 to 12.00

organised by the Church. The Group will put on display a small exhibit

showing the Court Barton Water Power Scheme and aerial photographs

showing the prehistoric sites in lower Sand Down Lane.

mailto:rogerwilkins1@btinternet.com
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VILLAGE LUNCH
for November will be held at…..
THE BEER ENGINE

Thursday 18th November, 12 noon
2 courses + Tea/Coffee. . . . £13

MAIN COURSES: Crispy Scampi, Chips, Peas & Tartare sauce;
Confit Duck Leg, Roast New Potatoes, Vegetables & Onion Gravy;

Sausage & Mash, Vegetables & Onion Gravy;
Vegetarian on request

DESSERTS: Treacle & Ginger Tart & Ice Cream;
Vanilla Ice Cream; Crème Brulee

To book, please ring Chris or John Salter 851 346

By Monday 15th please, with Names & Menu Choices

USE OF PARISH HALL CAR PARK BY CONTRACTORS

Many of you will already have seen that part of the far end of the car park
has been made into a safe compound for use by the contractors working on
the installation of the pedestrian crossing in the centre of the village.

In view of the importance of the crossing for the village, we agreed to
provide this help for the contractor. The work is scheduled to be completed
by the end of the first week in December.

I apologise to users of the Hall and other car park users for the extra pressure
that this will put on parking spaces. Priority for the remaining spaces must be
given to users of the Hall. It would be appreciated if others can make
alternative arrangements if at all possible.

Roger Wilkins, Chairman Parish Hall Committee
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Bert Jewell writes Rhymes and Ways about
Gardens and Gardening

November

The warm days of summer now a thing of the past,
With the cold days of winter approaching quite fast,
There’ll be wind, there’ll be rain, there might even be snow,
The temperature could drop to an all-time low.

So when you wake in the morning, your lawn may be white,
The cobwebs in the bushes will be glistening and bright,
But as the sun gently rises, the frost will retreat,
taking with it the patterns of those tiny feet.

That walked through your garden while you were asleep,
In and out of the bushes and the compost heap,
Like that of the robin with its eye to the ground,
There may be a worm that is tasty and round.

Or those of the pigeons as they eye up your greens,
Determined to eat them by whatever means,
and those of the squirrels, now who’d have thought that
as they dig up the bulbs, that are juicy and fat.

And as the berries on the holly turn from orange to red,
The hedgehog sleeping soundly in its own little bed,
made of leaves and twigs that it’s gathered around
somewhere in a corner, out of sight out of sound.

Things to do in the November garden

Firstly, my apologies for missing the October edition. Margaret and I are busy
doing things in our new extension and trying to sort out the garden so we can
do some permanent planting (trees and shrubs) and growing plants for the
flower towers in the town.

Regarding the extension, the roof is now on so the place is waterproof, all
windows and outside doors are fitted, and most of the walls have been
plastered. All being well, it will be finished by Christmas.
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Now let’s see what we can do in the garden. Have you recently planted a tree
or a shrub in the wrong place? If you have, November is a good time to move
it, while it is dormant. Find the right spot and take out a planting hole large
enough to take a good measure of compost in the bottom and the root ball of
the plant you are moving. Give the hole a good soaking and then gently lift
out the tree or shrub with as much soil as possible. Plant it in the new
position at the same depth as it was before. Firm it well and give a good
watering.

You can do this with perennials as well. Last chance for planting spring
flowering bulbs. Planted any later may mean the flower stems are short, or
they do not flower at all. Lawns are looking forward to having a rest, but if
the weather stays warm, the grass may well continue to grow. If you have to
cut it, raise the deck, if it is wet or frosty, keep off or it could become a
mess.

If possible, take insider any plants that are slightly tender, or protect them
in the garden with horticultural fleece.

Some people say you should lift carrots and parsnips and store them in trays
in the shed or garage. To be honest, I leave mine in the garden until needed. I
think parsnips taste better after frost anyway.

If you like garlic, now is a good time to plant individual cloves by pushing them
into well prepared ground so that just the tip is showing, 4” to 6” apart in
straight rows will make it easier to control weeds with a hoe.

Continue to rough turn soil in the veg garden as soon as it becomes vacant.

Plant of the month
“Gaultheria, Procumbens”

This is a low-growing shrub that will fit in well
with skimmias or winter heathers. Small, white
bell-shaped flowers early in the season are
nothing to write home about, but the large red
berries are. It berries from November to March.
They can look like small gobstoppers.
They grow best in lime-free soil and will
tolerate shade.

Enjoy your gardening!
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How well do you know your village?
Can you answer the following questions?:-

1. WHEN was the picture taken?
2. WHERE was it taken?
3. WHO is in the Picture?

No.61

For a closer look see our website:-www.newtonwonder.net
On the Home Page you will find this picture and a link to all the quiz

photos so far and an easy form to submit your answers.
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November at Crediton Arts Centre
The busy autumn continues at Crediton Arts Centre, as we continue our reopening
programme after the long lay-off. Friday 12th November sees the very first Live Lounge,
with the Arts Centre bar serving the best Hanlon’s ale and Sandford cider to the
accompaniment of live music from Whittall and Cookson and Oliver Dunton. A relaxed
social space to meet friends to catch up and listen to some good sounds.

Saturday 13th November is a
special show with internationally
renowned David Heathfield
entitled Around the World in 88
Tales, featuring stories from
Gaza, Korea, Cameroon and
beyond. David will also be
running a storytelling workshop
in the afternoon called Anyone
Can Tell a Story, with a discount
available for the evening show
for all workshop attenders.

On Friday 19th November East
Street Films will show a
wonderful double bill of ‘Horse
Feathers’ and ‘Duck Soup’, two
of the funniest early Marx
Brothers films, with wine and
soft drinks available.

Friday 26th November sees the return of the
amazing Pip Utton with his one-man show
Dickens. Last seen with his tour-de-force show
Adolf, Utton is a master of personation and
insight into the character of his subject. This is
definitely a not-to-be-missed opportunity.

All tickets are available from
www.ticketsource.co.uk . More details can be
found on the Arts Centre website
www.creditonartscentre.org Pip Utton as Dickens

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk
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Sherwood House,
Newton St Cyres EX5 5BT 01392 851622

In these difficult times when we all need some space and calm, Nikki and Mark Chambers
would like to invite you to come and walk around our beautiful garden of 25 acres.

EVERY WEDNESDAY ONLY - OPEN 10am to 1pm -
Sturdy footwear required.

We can only accommodate 20 cars, so first come first served!
Please observe social distancing rules. At own risk

No charge. No dogs.

zzzzzzzzzzzzz 
UPTON PYNE & DISTRICT GARDEN CLUB 

Monday 15th Nov. @ 7.30 pm in Village Hall 

      Water, Water, Everywhere! 

       A talk by Becca Flintham all about 

Bog gardens and ponds, climate change 

                 and water-wise gardening 

 Raffle  &  Refreshments 

Sat 27th November            7pm for 7.30pm                 Everyone Welcome 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER  -  details to be confirmed 

Contact:   June Nicks 01392 841272 

***** 

Mon 6th Dec  10.00am   XMAS WREATH & TABLE DECORATION at the local 
Village Coffee Morning. Make your own Xmas wreath with Xmassy foliage, or a 
table decoration, which could be with your own dried flowers/seedheads etc.     
Call Nick/Jilly 851634 if you require a wreath ring.  Bring your own materials 
oasis/foliage plus ribbons etc. if you can, and if you have plenty, some to share!      

***** 

Mon 17th January 2022. 3.00pm AGM,  

Plus tea,followed by a film & talk on Otters @ 4pm by Stephen Powles 

***** 

Mon 21st February @7.30pm TOM SHARPLES:  POTS AND UNUSUAL FOLIAGE. 

Mon 21st Mar @7.30pm. PENELOPE TOWNSEND: GARDENING WITH JANE AUSTEN 
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27 High Street Crediton EX17 3AH  (Next to Costa)   Email: enquiries@creditonbeds.co.uk

Website: creditonbeds.co.uk     Tel: 01363 774156

Special Offers
Clearance Mattresses  starting from   Single £100    Double £140    Kingsize £180
EXTRA 20% DISCOUNT when bought in quantities of 6 or more - Limited Offer 

 

4’6 Merino 
Wool Mattress

£479

 

 
£799

4’6 Dartmoor Beds Handmade Kirtonian 
Firm Mattress with luxury layers of 

Dartmoor Wool

 

 

4’6 Double Amber Package Deal 
2 drawer divan set with matching headboard

£399

4’6 Double Coral Package Deal  
2 drawer divan set with matching headboard

£529

 4’6 Pocket Master 1000 Divan Set

£379

3’ Single Stress-Free Max Cool 
5 Point Adjustable Bed

£949

£439

5’ King Size Ice Cool 1000
Mattress - Covered in a 

Luxurious Cooling Yarn Fabric
£289

4’6 Double Pocket 1000
Master Firm Mattress 
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www.harefieldbarn.co.uk

We provide the space - you provide the magic! 

P

(

Beautiful 
gardens and 

homes start at 
Bernaville 
Nurseries.

FIND US ON THE A377 JUST OUTSIDE EXETER

Call 01392 851326
www.bernaville.co.uk

Visit our 
restaurant for 

breakfast, lunch, 
tea, coffee and 

homemade 
cakes!
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Newton St Cyres Gardening Club
We will be in November when you read this, and I still cannot
believe the year has gone by so quickly. I hope that you will have
achieved many of your gardening goals, and will have already
started to make plans for 2022!

Jobs we can be doing during November include:
• Protect containers, plants and their roots from frost

damage with several layers of bubble wrap, and raise them
onto pot feet to prevent waterlogging over winter

• Collect fallen leaves from lawns to allow more light onto
the grass. Grass will continue to grow if the
temperature is above 7° so you may still need to carry
out a last cut on a fine day on a higher blade setting

• Check tree ties and stakes as they may need to be loosened
due to growth or replaced if they have started to rot

• Clean out bird boxes to encourage birds to use them for
winter roosts and make it more likely that they will be
used for nesting in the spring. The boxes can be
sterilised using boiling water but do not use any cleaning
chemicals

• Before lighting bonfires, check them for hedgehogs or
toads.

• If you have used barley-straw bales to reduce pond algae,
these can now be removed. Ensure that you leave the
bales by the pond for at least a day, to allow
invertebrates to escape!

On a recent visit to Rosemoor, I spotted a Medlar tree (Mespilus
germanica) . We had had one where we lived before moving to
the village, and I was always fascinated by them. A native of Iran,
it was popular in Britain from the Tudors to the Victorians. It
flowers in late spring – so avoid frost pockets – and prefers an open
sunny spot, which leads to beautiful autumn leaf colour. The
fruits have an unusual appearance and should be picked as late as
possible, but before the first frosts. They should then be left to
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soften (bletted) to make them
palatable. They can be eaten raw with
cheese, as a jelly with game, or made
into a Medlar cheese. However I was
told they were best with double cream
and demerara sugar. Do try it if you
can!

The autumn colours seemed to be later
this year, but the hedgerows have had
lots of blackberries, sloes and rosehips.
Although more usually propagated via
budding or from cuttings, it is possible

to grow
roses

from the seeds within the hips.
However they will not come ‘true
to type’ if grown this way. Earlier
in the year I said about
deadheading to encourage
continued flowering, but in order
to get the beautiful rosehips which
can be red, orange or even a dark
purple colour, you will need to
leave some spent blooms. I am
sure we all have childhood
memories of using the hairs as
itching powder, or being given
rosehip syrup. The following
recipe for Rosehip syrup is from
River Cottage and requires 1kg
rosehips, trimmed and washed.
Double-straining ensures that the
tiny, irritant hairs found inside
rosehips are removed from the
syrup.

Medlar

Rosehips
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• Roughly chop the rosehips in a food processor in batches,
then transfer to a large saucepan with 1.25 litres water.

• Bring to the boil, then turn the heat down and simmer for around
15 minutes.

Strain through a double layer of muslin, letting the pulp sit
for a good half hour so that all the juice passes through.
Wash out the muslin, or cut a fresh piece, fold to double it
and pass the strained juice through it again.

• Measure the rosehip juice into a large saucepan and add
325g sugar to every 500ml

• Heat slowly, stirring, until the sugar has dissolved, then
bring to the boil and boil for 3 minutes, skimming off any
scum if necessary.

• Decant immediately into the sterilised bottles and seal.
Label when the bottles have cooled completely.

• Use within 4 months and refrigerate once opened.

Try it for breakfast trickled over porridge, on pancakes, or use it
to sweeten plain yoghurt.

We have had some beautifully warm sunny days in October, which
has meant that there have still been lots of butterflies and
dragonflies in the garden. Earlier in the year I included a note
about the Big Butterfly Count. The results of this count have now
been published and confirm that the decline of butterflies and
day-flying moths is continuing. On average, people counted nine
butterflies or moths per count, which is down from 11 in 2020.

Whilst some species are undergoing long-term decline, it is
thought that this year’s unusual spring and early summer weather
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had a big impact on butterfly and moths. Scientists are worried for
the future of these insects, with more extreme weather events
due to climate change predicted in the future.

Two of the species that were particularly low in number this year
were the peacock and the small tortoiseshell butterflies. The
peacock was recorded at its lowest numbers since 2012, whilst the
small tortoiseshell had its third worst summer, and the data shows
that it is undergoing significant long-term decline.

The table ‘top 5’ of the 21 species recorded this year, is given
below, and is shown ranked in species abundance, followed by the
average per count ( % change from 2020). Full results can be found
at https://www.discoverwildlife.com/news/results-big-butterfly-
count-2021

1. Small white: 252,151 – 1.88 (-5%)

2. Large white: 229,218 – 1.71 (-16%)

3. Meadow brown: 197,060 – 1.47 (33%)

4. Gatekeeper: 133,726 – 0.99 (-30%)

5. Red admiral: 75,394 – 0.56 (-10%)

TOTAL number recorded 1,238,405 – 9.21 (-14%)

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

• Saturday 27th November – Gardening Cub Coffee morning
10:30-12 noon in the Parish Hall. Plants, produce, craft
stalls, raffle bric-a-brac & books.

• Men in Sheds – selling refurbished and renovated tools &
garden equipment and rustic garden/allotment items (Bird
boxes, Planters etc.) made from donated recycled
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materials. These would make ideal Christmas presents and
help support this local group. NSC Environmental &
Wellbeing Group and Friends of the Churchyard will also be
at the event and will be available to chat through the Parish
Ecological Map and future plans and initiatives. They would
love to know what ecological areas you especially love and
value, as part of the community.

RHS Rosemoor – Glow 2021

Bigger -and better than
before, this year’s Glow will
be the longest ever, with an
extended route through the
Lower Woodland Walk. The
Rose Gardens, Winter Garden,
Lake and Cool Gardens which
will all be lit up with festive
colour and sparkle.

RHS member prices: Adults £7.95; family guests £7.95;
children (5-16) £3.95; children under 5 free

Non-member prices: Adults £12.95 (£7.95 ticket + £5 entry);
children (5-16) £6.95 (£3.95 ticket + £3 entry); children under 5

free

Dates: Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays from 18th November-18th
December; then Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays only

from 20th-30th December

Times: 4.30pm to 8.30pm. Last entry to the garden 7.30pm

Pre-booked tickets only: All visitors including members, guests of
members and under 5s require a pre-booked Glow ticket

Tickets must be booked in advance

Happy Gardening

Nicola Baker
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Newton’s Unsung Heroes
Our series on Newton St Cyres volunteers working behind the scenes continues with a trip

up to the top of St Cyr and St Julitta to meet the church’s volunteer bell ringers. And a
motley group of enthusiasts they are too. Words and pictures by Ann Quon Cordingley.

It’s Monday evening and the sound of church bells echoes across the rooftops of Newton
St Cyres. Up in the church bell tower, Mark Bertam is calling out to eight bell ringers
who are pulling on lengths of thick rope.

“One to two, one to four, three to two,” Mark shouts. It is practice night and Mark, the
session’s group leader, is calling out the changes. “Each bell has a number, and you call
two bells that follow each other. There are lots of combinations of peals,” he says.

Normally, Monday night practices are held in Stoke Canon, where Mark is the tower
captain, but tonight they are in Newton St Cyres. “This is the most accessible tower where
we don’t have to go up a small spiral staircase to get to the room where we ring,” Mark
says.

There are about 4,000 churches with bells in Britain, and of these, 400 are in Devon alone.
“We have more churches with bells than any other county in the country,” says Mark. Bell
ringers, called campanologists, number about 40,000 throughout the country.

Tonight’s group is a motley gathering of enthusiasts who come from further afield than
just Newton St Cyres. There’s an antique restorer from Exeter, an accounts manager from

Tedburn St Mary, a family counsellor from Brampford Speke,
an agricultural manager from Cadeleigh, and an environmental
science student from Thorverton, among others. All of them
ring bells for the joy and satisfaction it gives them.

Mary Quicke is the parish church’s tower captain – and her
passion for ringing is clear. “It’s a lot of fun. It’s social, musical
and ancient,” she says. As tower captain, her role is to organise
bell-ringing practices, ensure the bells are in good ringing
condition and, occasionally, find new recruits.

A few in the group have just started, while others, like Mark,
have been ringing for most of their lives. “I have been doing
this for 45-plus years,” he says. “I started when I was 11 or 12
years old. Nobody in my family was a ringer, only me. There
was an advert in the local church magazine and I turned up. I
haven’t stopped since.”Mary Quicke
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Halcyon Pughe is one of the newcomers. “I’m an L-plate
learner and have been learning for about two months,” she
says. A retired nurse and midwife who moved to Newton
St Cyres from Exeter two years ago, she breeds, shows and
judges wirehaired dachshunds as a hobby. She joined the
group at the behest of a very persuasive Mary Quicke. “She
said, 'you would love to learn to ring bells, wouldn’t you?'
and I said, 'as long as I don’t have to be musical, that’s
fine.' And now I love it, just love it, it’s great.”

Simon Tempest Brown is also new to bell ringing and a
Quicke recruit. “I was a chorister for most of my childhood,
so bell ringing was never something I considered doing,”
says Simon, who lives in Thorverton and is studying
environmental science. “I’m kind of hooked really. Bell
ringing is under threat because people are no longer taking
it up as a hobby. It’s one of those aspects of country life
that I want to see continue.”

For Juliet Bell, who supports families with young children who are struggling to cope, it
is the history of bell ringing that appeals. “It’s a tradition that’s been pretty much
unchanged for centuries,” she says. “We are doing something that has been going on for
600 years.”

“Some of the bells we ring are centuries old,” says Jenny Codling who has been ringing
bells for over 20 years and is tower vice-captain at Tedburn St Mary, where she lives. She
is partner to Mark and works as an accounts manager in Exeter.

At Stoke Canon, the bells date back to as early as 1641, while Newton St Cyres’ are from
as early as 1733. “In St Petrocks in Exeter they are 500 to 600 years old, and you can still
ring them,” says Mark.

Church bells are described as the soundtrack of historic and momentous occasions, calling
people to worship, to celebrate, to wed, to mourn, to battle, and in times of crisis, to come
together.

“When my mother and sister-in-law died, I was just so happy to be able to come in and
toll the bell,” says Mary Quicke. “When the Duke of Edinburgh died, I came in and tolled
the bell 99 times. I think it’s great that I can make that contribution to the community.
And there’s the mischievous thing of naffing off the atheists. If people are really anti-
church and think the bells are horrible, that just amuses me.”

Halcyon Pughe
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Church bells are associated with
weddings. At Newton St Cyres, if
the wedding is for a couple the
church doesn’t know, then there will
be a fee, which is used for the
upkeep of the bells, not for the
bellringers, who are volunteers. “We
have to make sure the bells are in a
fit state to be rung, so we do a bit of
bell maintenance, or what I call bell
yoga,” says Mary.

Bell ringing has also become a way
of socialising and bringing people
together. “I love that side of it,”
says Jenny. “We all enjoy it and we
all enjoy socialising and getting
together. After 20 years or so, it’s
become my way of life. I just look
forward to ringing bells wherever I
can.”

When lockdown forced the closure of churches, bell ringing and practice came to a halt.
But with lockdown lifted, things are picking up. “We’re getting back into it, practicing
and learning again,” says Mary. It may take some time, but she is determined to get back
to the pre-Covid schedule. “My aim is to get the bells rung for the four Sundays of the
month at Newton St Cyres, Thorverton, Brampford Speke and Stoke Canon,” she said.

Mary started learning the art of bell ringing at the age of 12 at the parish church. “The
vicar was the very distinguished bell ringer, John G M Scott, who has written textbooks
about Devon bells. Bell ringing was a very male thing back then and he was very keen his
daughter, Rebecca, should do it. So I started learning with her. I stopped learning at the
age of 15 because I was a very stroppy teenager. But I came back to it 43 years later.”

That’s because Pita Burt, the secretary of the parish church, got talking to her about the
bells. That inspired her. “There was this extraordinarily ancient craft which has been
going on pretty much in the same way since the 15th century. It’s sociable and requires a
minimum level of musicality. It’s quite physical which is enjoyable, and it’s got its
intellectual bit. It’s an ancient craft that must not die on my watch.”

In the old days, all towers would have their own group of bell ringers. But with not
enough ringers to go around, they started ringing in other churches. Newton St Cyres is
part of the Netherexe parishes, a community of 10 churches in the Diocese of Exeter, that
serves Brampford Speke, Cadbury, Newton St Cyres, Rewe with Netherexe, Stoke Canon

Wedding Bells
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with Huxham, Thorverton and Upton Pyne.

While bell ringers from Netherexe parishes will ring at each other’s churches, they also
ring outside the group and help each other out. “Chris Roe comes from Cadeleigh, which
is not part of Netherexe, so I help him at Cadeleigh and he helps me out, “ says Mary.

“If there is a special occasion like a wedding, then every member of that tower who can
ring will, and if they can’t, they will get someone from a neighbouring tower to help out,”
says Chris Roe, who runs an agricultural contacting business and is the tower captain in
Cadeleigh.

He is also proof that you don’t have to have a musical touch to ring bells. “I’m not
musical but I’ve always wanted to play a musical instrument – this is the nearest I can get

to doing it,” said Chris. “What I find most satisfying is
hearing the bells ringing well and you can hear them hum.
It’s a lovely, lovely sound. And when it goes wrong, it’s
horrible.”

Jenny and Mark don’t play any instruments either. “You
learn technique. It’s repetition,” says Mark. Both keen bell
ringers, they have taken several bell ringing courses and
share their knowledge with others.

There are different styles of bell ringing, with the most
common being ‘rounds’, where bells are rung repeatedly in
sequence, and ‘call changes’, where bells are called by a
leader to ring in a different order. Like scones, jam and

clotted cream, Devon has its own style of call changes. “It’s called Devon call changes,
which is unique to Devon and we are very good at it,” says Mark.

“We learn patterns,” says Jenny. “That’s how we ring the bells. We usually have a caller
who will call where the bells have got to go – behind each other or in front of each other.”

To keep things interesting, the group came up with a call change called ‘vegetable stew’,
where each bell is named after a vegetable instead of a number. “Number one might be
potato, number two might be tomato. And it makes you concentrate, so rather than getting
used to the numbers, we call it differently. It makes it fun, and if it goes wrong, that’s a
vegetable stew,” says Mark.

On average, with practice once a week, it takes about six months to learn the basics and
ring in a group. “You’ve got to take the bell up, then you’ve got to control it, then rest it
and then there are things like bringing the bell down so that it’s down at rest,” says
Halcyon. “So all those things we’ve got to achieve before we can be included as part of a
group.”

Jenny Codling
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“We just let everyone take their own time,” says Jenny. “There is no pressure. We aren’t
forcing people to be able to ring quickly. Everyone goes at their own pace. Some people
learn a lot quicker, some people take ages, but it really doesn’t matter. Simon was saying
he hopes to be ringing by Christmas and he probably will, as will Halcyon and Juliet.”

While you don’t have to be musical, bell ringing is physically demanding. “You need
upper body strength, and you need technique and rhythm,” says Halcyon. The bells at
NSC weigh anywhere from a quarter to two thirds of a ton, so having some strength does
help. But technique is what really counts. “You are controlling a massively heavy bell and
it’s a technique that I think as learners you begin to appreciate. It’s mastering that, and
then you get to a stage where you get to be included in a group, and that is absolutely
wonderful.”

Not all bells sound the same, according to Eric Henley who lives in St Thomas and is a
bell ringer of 51 years, “some bells are easier to ring.” “It’s funny, but if the bells are

heavier, say over a ton, they are actually easier to ring than lighter bells.
Not because of the weight but because they are more reliable in the
way the rope comes down.”

You don’t have to be religious to be a bell ringer. “It’s a group of
people who gather and come and do it for fun,” says Mark. “There is a
religious aspect to it, of course, but you don’t have to be religious. In
fact, many bell ringers who ring on Sundays don’t stay for the service
and slip out the back door.

If anything, bell ringers have a reputation for having fun and being mischievous, and this
group is no exception. They enjoy each other’s company and go on outings together, as
well as with other groups. On one outing, they took the steam engine from Buckfastleigh
to Totnes. “We got on the train at Buckfastleigh and went to Totnes and rang the bells
there. Then we came back to Staverton and rang the bells there and then back to
Buckfastleigh on the steam train and rang the bells at the church there. It was wonderful,”
says Jenny.

It seems you are never too old to be a bell ringer. One-time Newton St Cyres resident Reg
Bray was famous for ringing until the age of 102, having learned the art during the First
World War. He appeared in the Guinness Book of Records as the oldest active bell ringer,
and longest serving ringer at any tower for more than 90 years.

Will any in the current group be ringing until Reg’s ripe old age? “This is my life,” says
Mark. “I wouldn’t know what to do if I didn’t have this. I will be doing this until I die.”

Says Mary: “What I really want is not to be the last captain of this tower, and that we
aren’t the last generation of bell ringers.”

Mark Bertram
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Back row: Mark Bertram;
2nd row left to right: Juliet Bell, Simon Tempest Brown, Ed Sanders, Eric Henley,

Sandy Harrison, Jenny Codling, Russ Cummings;
Front row: Sheila Jefferies, Mary Quicke, Halcyon Pughe, Colin Prentice, Chris Roe

The Coffee Morning in support of the Arboretum on Saturday October 9th was a great
success.
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Running for a good cause
Twenty-one runners, plus assorted fans and friends, were on hand at the Beer
Engine on Saturday 9th October for a festive fundraiser for the primary school’s
PTA. The Beer Engine’s genial host, Will (and shorts), delivered some tips
before the runners set off, some enthusiastically and some looking as if they

would prefer to be having lunch in the
pub.

The runners were split up into teams,
with each member doing a two-mile loop
from the pub, up Lake Lane, past the
golf club and back to the pub. Those
with long memories said the collapsed
state of some of the finishers reminded
them a lot of Roger Bannister when he

broke the four-minute mile all
those years ago – though
Bannister’s 3mins 59.4 secs was
never seriously challenged on this
occasion!

The results: Fastest female: Alissa
Howard. Fastest male: Simon
Rickard. Fastest team: Chaffinch –

Sophie Dunn, Ollie Tremlett
and Dan Howarth. Most out-
of-it finisher: the Beer
Engine’s Vicki Maltby.

A total of £770 was raised
towards the school’s outdoor
shelter and classroom. Next
fundraiser: Fireworks at the
Rec on 4th November.

Photos by Sasha Anais So-sum Cordingley

The start of the race

The winning team

Individual Winners

Vicki Maltby
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Mah Jong Club
The village Mah Jong Club has finally
restarted after lockdown. When I
announced a restart date, I was a little
anxious that we would not have
sufficient numbers to make it a viable
proposition. I needn’t have worried;
back you all came and we have now had
two meetings with an average of 12.

I have been running a beginners group
within the meeting and we look to be
able to have a good turnout each session.
We normally meet on the last Thursday

of each month at 2pm in the Club Room of the Village Hall. All equipment provided and
tuition given. What a great way to get the brain active again in a fun and easy to learn
way.

Can’t wait to see you at our next session!

Geoff Jackson
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Barton Place
Farm Shop

Wrefords Lane, Exeter, Devon. EX4 5BS

A family-run farm shop, we support many
local producers & suppliers, as well as
selling our own beef, lamb and eggs.
We offer fresh vegetables, chilled and

frozen goods, cupboard essentials, snacks,
cakes, treats, Leafstreet gifts and takeaway

options of hot food & coffee.

In 2020 we will start a joint venture to offer
milk via a vending machine (available

24/7),with milk supplied by our neighbours.

Services include: 
All types of Landscaping, 
Ground Works, Driveways, 

Plant Hire, Paving, 
Fencing & Decking

ed-rogers.co.uk | 07717 845 184

Experienced professional landscaping 
and ground work services for 

residential and commercial properties 
across Exeter, Mid and East Devon.

Landscape Construction 
and Ground Works

Ed Rogers

Open 7 days a week
9.00am to 6.00pm Monday –

Saturday
10.00am to 4.00pm Sunday

Tel: 01392 422720
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Sales of  
Chickens, Ducks, Geese, Quail, Peafowl, Guinea Fowl, Rhea  

Pygmy goats, Sheep, Pigs, Deer and Wallabies  

From our Poultry store we sell  
 Poultry feed, drinkers, feeders, poultry housing.  

Poultry health supplements. Poultry treats and gifts  
Straw hay and shavings.  

Raw dog food ‘The farmers dog ‘  

A range of feeds for all your small holding needs  

Quail eggs, Chicken eggs 
 

Open Tuesday – Saturday 10.30am – 5.00pm  
Just pop in! 

Moon Ridge Farm Ex55aa 01392 851190  
moonridgefarm.co.uk

Mid Devon District Council fund a not-for-profit 
loan scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining your 
home and we work with you to take the stress out 
of funding repairs, improvements or adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit score. 
Our knowledgeable team of advisers will guide 
you through the process of applying for a home 

improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

We are open
The course is a slight departure from the
norm. Although it is totally Pay & Play,
9 holes represents a fair
challenge for every level of golfer.

Twilight
from 2pm• Pay and Play Golf

• Exciting Course
• Only 10 mins from Exeter
• Buggies Available
• On-line Booking
• Takeaway food and drink
Please call, or visit our website for directions
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CHRISTMAS FAIR
Newton St Cyres Church

Come and join us on
November 20th

at 2.30
in the Parish Hall

So much to choose from:
Stalls Raffle Books

Cakes Tombola
and much more
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COMPETITION IN THE GRAVEYARD..........OOOOOOOOOOOOH
St Andrew’s in Ashburton named CPRE Devon’s Best Churchyard

St Andrew’s in Ashburton (Teignbridge) has
been named winner of this year’s Devon CPRE
‘Best Churchyard’ award. Head judge and CPRE
Trustee Ivan Buxton said: “Ashburton stood out
this year. It’s amazing what they’ve done, and
it was evident how hard everyone has worked.
We were pleasantly surprised by the ingenuity
and innovation employed to embrace the
challenges posed by the pandemic and to
provide facilities for adults and children alike.”

The main aims of the competition are to encourage the use and upkeep of
churchyards so that they are welcoming to people and are wildlife friendly.
During the pandemic, Devon’s residents have appreciated the green spaces
around their churches like never before. In some places, they have been the
only public space for people to exercise and be at one with nature during
Lockdown.

In Newton St Cyres the
Churchyard has had its last but one
mow of the year. The long grass
has been cut and a band of eight
of us gathered to rake the sweet
smelling hay into huge termite-
shaped mounds, dotted around the
Churchyard. These were gathered
into builders' sacks and dragged or
barrowed to a vast pile for
composting. Happily the
Arboretum offered to host the
pile, for which we were very
grateful. Many thanks to all who
took part.

Lessons have been learned. A wet
August caused a lot of strong new
growth to come up under the grass
and flowers that were dying back.
As a result mowing was difficult.
Simon did an amazing job, but it
was hard work. A rethink for next
year. Now for the Winter jobs...Grass composting in the Arboretum
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November on the Farm

NATURE

I’m hoping for a golden autumn to set us up for the winter. A bit of cold will colour the
leaves, and some brightness to show them off: that’s my perfect autumn. The fallow
bucks have stopped roaring in the woods, the successful ones’ semen safely stored in the
females till they choose to conceive: clever does! The last riches of autumn hang brightly
on the hedgerows, or lie in ruins on the ground, catch as catch can, sloes, hips, haws and
crab apples. Life hunkers down for the lean months ahead: the dark days of winter and the
hungry days of early spring, when the light returns before the warmth.

Young ravens wheel in the sky, making their ancient croak, as they play in their teenage
gangs before they pair for life at the end of their first winter. I love to watch
their acrobatics. Though they fly heavily, if looks like they enjoy their mastery of the air,
rolling and furling their wings, daring each other to more extreme manoeuvres, like
children skateboarding. Their parents call at us when we walk through their territory.

These descendants of dinosaurs let us know we may have, perhaps temporarily, usurped
their dominion across the globe, and this bit of woodland is theirs. It’s lovely to see
these brightest of birds, darkest in plumage, once so rare, thriving in our woods.
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ARABLE

The open autumn gave us a chance to get the crops into the ground, and the new shoots
are peeping like shot silk through the soil in that miraculous promise of the renewal of life
next year. Stop a moment and wonder at the stately dance of our planet around the
sun, turning and bowing as it goes, making our seasons. Take that thought one click
out: our arm of the galaxy whirls around at unimaginable speeds. One-click further out
and see us speeding away from our Big Bang origins even faster. Somehow,
among all those bleak and brutal forces, we have a home on our beautiful blue world that
nurtures us and supports our existence.

Of course, that thought doesn’t get the work done to persuade natural processes to feed us.
That takes people working to encourage the microverse of the soil, to nurture the grass
and other roots that grow the plants that feed the cows, that feed the rumen bugs that make
the nutrients that make the milk that we harvest. Then we ask the starter bugs to sour the
milk, and rennet to cut the protein to set the milk. We remove the whey and pile the
curds, cut and salt them, and form them into cheese. We cloth them and put them to store
for the enzymes to get to work to mature the cheese, and for the microflora of the store to
create our distinctive flavours.

Each step takes human work and judgement, in a stewardship of processes that we have
no possibility of understanding fully. It’s a glorious and mind-boggling complexity
as impenetrable as the galactic scale, although we humans have a say in how it goes if we
engage in it.

COWS

So we make the judgements and set the fences to graze the animals, bring them in and
feed and bed them in the barn when the soil gets too tender. We feed the calves, the next
generation of cows. We, and the older cows, train the new heifers to milk, kindly, so they
see us as providing a service. We make our cheese, hand-made, requiring strength and
endurance. We make the rind, and care for the cheese, mature, select and cut it to grace
your table. We hope you find it’s worth what it has taken to produce it, wondrously all
the way from our origins in deep time.

MARY’S CHRISTMAS CAKE

Stir-up Sunday is upon us. Let me share my favourite crystallised fruit Christmas cake
recipe, a sugar-rich feast to zing the mind in another way. I crystallise some of the
fruit and the mixed peel myself, and you can buy it if you don’t have the time or the space
to dry it.
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Soak all the dried fruit you fancy overnight in as little water as you need: apricots,
mangoes, pineapple and peaches are particularly successful. Stew briefly. Put fruit
and liquid in the smallest flat dish they will sit in one layer. Peel lemons, oranges,
tangerines, and grapefruit if you like your mixed peel slightly more bitter. Chop finely.
Boil in two changes of water till translucent and tender. Drain, rinse in cold water and take
out as much moisture as you can. Use a separate flat dish.

Add lots of castor sugar to the dishes, leave in a warm dry place or oven at 50C and add
sugar every few hours, moving with a flat implement, until it won’t absorb any more. Dry
until it’s the texture you want. If keeping for some time, you may need to freeze. I treat
Angelica stalks in the same way, and you need to have done that in the spring.

Christmas cake recipe: I love baking with our Quicke’s Whey Butter, the buttery flavour
really comes through. Use your normal Christmas cake recipe.

Increase the crystalized peel, glace cherries from 4 to 6oz (110 to 170g). Take out the
dark fruit, currants and raisins and use your crystalized fruit, including crystallised ginger
and angelica. Swap out the cinnamon and mixed spice for ½ to 1 tsp of vanilla essence,
and cream this with the Quicke’s butter. Use golden syrup instead of black treacle. You
end up with a golden cake that zings with fruit and delicious butter.

I feed it a little cognac once a week till Christmas to set off the sweetness. It is lovely
with a slice of Quicke’s Vintage or Smoked Cheddar to provide some savoury and sharp
or smokey notes.

Date for the diary:
To help provide inspiration for the upcoming festive season of gifting and feasting, we are
holding a Christmas Cheese & Mulled Wine Evening on Thursday 18th November
between 4pm-8pm.

Stuart Dowle will be hosting the event in our Cheese Box in Newton St Cyres and will be
on hand to lead you through a tutored tasting of our multi-award-winning wedges. There
will also be plenty to sample from Capreolus’s magnificent charcuterie to Mrs
Gill’s delicious fruit cakes.

The shelves will be packed with yuletide essentials, specially selected from local artisan
producers, giving you the chance to buy local this Christmas and get your shopping all
wrapped up in plenty of time.

Mary Quicke
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September 2017

Newton Nippers

Preschool

Ages 2 – 5 years

We provide high quality Care and Education in a safe
and stimulating environment for all 2-5 year olds.

Sessions available Monday to Friday 9.00am to 3.15pm
30 hour entitlement and Childcare Vouchers accepted.

Contact: Newton St Cyres Primary School
Tel: 01392 851267

Email:
newtonadmin@exevalleyfederation.org.uk
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www.westerntreeworks.co.uk

Bruce Kerry
Mobile: 07779 995720

brucewtw@gmail.com

With relevant qualifications 
& insurance to complete a wide
range of services, including:

◆ Dismantling, felling & removal
◆ Crown reductions
◆ Crown lifts & pruning
◆ Ongoing tree maintenence
◆ Veteran tree care
◆ Hedge cutting
◆ Woodland management
◆ Tree surveys arranged
◆ Working locally
    in the Crediton area
All work completed to British Standards BS3998.

WE ALSO
SUPPLY

WOODCHIP
& LOGS

Professionally Qualified Tree Surgeons

  

     

WHAT TO WEAR THIS WINTER
Taking a stroll down to the Beer Engine? Walking the dog before heading off
to work? I’ve got the perfect accessory for you this winter. Don’t leave the
house without one and it could, literally, be a life saver. Yes, I’m talking
about that pinnacle of fashion – the Hi Vis jacket!

Funny thing about autumn as it transitions into winter, is that it stays dark
for longer in the mornings and gets dark much earlier in the evenings. So, if
you walk down Station Road where the street lights are a bit dimpsy in the
mist or totally obscured by trees, people driving cars will be able to SEE YOU
wearing your reflective jacket.

And there’s a whole range of pet care products from collars to coats to
safeguard your four-legged friend. Pretty sure a local store will have
something to suit you at a very reasonable price. Go on – you know it makes
sense.

Emma Parkin
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Jonathan Wood 

Veterinary Surgeon Ltd. 
01363 772319 

www.jwoodvet.co.uk 
 

24hr Emergency Service. 

As an RCVS accredited practice, we provide a 
friendly, caring, professional service for 

companion animals, equine and farm patients. 
We offer hydrotherapy and rehabilitation, 
modern ultrasound equipment, in house 

laboratory service, a mobile clinic and much 
more. For full details visit our website. 
We are proud to be accredited by the 

international cat care organisation as silver level 
cat friendly clinic. 

 

Do you have a child under the age of 5?

Or are you expecting your first baby?

Become a member of
Crediton Area Children’s Centre

We offer free play and development
sessions for children

With support and information
for local families

Contact us by ….
Telephone: 01363 777219 or 776903

Email: crediton@actionforchildren.org.uk

Facebook: search for
Mid Devon Children’s Centres

http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/crediton-
childrens-centre

��������
A Sure Start Children's Centre

* SALES * SERVICING * REPAIRS
for most makes of

Lawnmowers and Garden machinery.

or
Trevor: 07834317030/Dean: 07821784805

Servicing of quad bikes also available.

Please don't hesitate to call:
Office: 01392 861 501

Chitterley Business Centre
( Unit 20 )
Silverton
Exeter
Devon

EX54DB
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Preventing Youth Homelessness 
 

Please see this link to a new website which may be of interest to you: 
http://www.yhdevon.co.uk/ 

The website provides advice for young people, parents and practitioners 
in Devon with the aim of preventing youth homelessness.  

Laura Maksymczuk 

Community Safety Support Officer 

Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership 

c/o Mid Devon District Council 

Phoenix House, Phoenix Lane 

Tiverton EX16 6PP 

01884 234997 

www.middevon.gov.uk/communitysafety 

Find and like us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/East-Mid
-Devon-Community-Safety-Partnership/309820502366135 

CREDITON CAR & 
M.O.T. CENTRE 

776076 (SALES) 

01363 772515 (SERVICE) 

www.creditoncarcentre.co .u k 

HONDA SPECIALIST 

QUALITY NEW & USED CARS 
D. WORDEN & A. DAFTERS 
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M A D E  T O  M E A S U R E  

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL  DIRECTORS 

M SILLI FANT &  SONS 
Bernard & Martin Sillifant 

20 Holloway Street, Exeter EX2 4JD 

Chapels of rest           Last offices 

Pre-paid funeral plans available 

A phone call will obtain our personal attention for all your require-

ments. 

Day and night service 

Telephone : Exeter 272 688 

 
 

CELEBRATING?
CHRISTENING

BIRTHDAY

ENGAGEMENT

WEDDING RECEPTION

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Why not consider the Parish Hall for your venue?
It’s local, not expensive, has its own car park, two rooms and a new kitchen

Also has wi-fi and suitable for club and business meetings

For further details, please contact Mary Long :-
Tel:- 01392 851624

E-mail:- maryglong@btinternet.com
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  FOR A FRIENDLY, PERSONAL, CARING          
   SERVICE - SERVING OUR        
 LOCAL COMMUNITIES PETS 
 

Phone advice or an appointment  

St THOMAS BRANCH 

101 Buddle Lane  St Thomas 

Tel:250 000 

ALPHINGTON BRANCH 

12 Lovelace Gardens 

Alphington 

Tel: 493 999 

OTHER BRANCHES AT WHIPTON (Tel:465553)         
 AND HEAVITREE (Tel:250 066) 

home & garden maintenance 

_� fencing  

_� turfing 

_� garden sheds and raised beds 

_� grass & hedge cutting/laying 

_� paths, patios and walls 

_� pressure washing 

_� house exterior maintenance 

 for a FREE / No Obligation Quote 

 t. 01392 860766 

 m. 07743 969647 

 

 
 

Manufacturers and Suppliers of all types of  
Quality Blinds & Window Dressings 

VERTICAL ROLLER VENETIAN WOODEN ROMAN 
CONSERVATORY CURTAINS TRACKS & POLES 

Free Estimates Competitive prices 
Tel:  01392 860141 

  email: eliteblindsdevon@btconnect.com 
Visit us at: www.eliteblindsandtracks.co.uk 

 

      

Crediton    &   Barnstaple
    01363  776816                 01271  861624

Simon’s Mobile: 07850128413
Sam’s Mobile: 07969613577

Email: stevenscrediton@yahoo.co.uk
www.fjsmemorialsandheadstones.co.uk

Albert Road,  Crediton,  EX17 2BZ
Unit 2 Estuary Business Park,  West Yelland,  Barnstaple,  EX31 3EZ

F. J. Stevens & Son
Memorials
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How much would you like to know about the past in Newton St Cyres?

Newton St Cyres History Group has an ever-growing library of publications.
What better way to orientate and acquaint yourself with your local surroundings!

•Newton St Cyres – A Village Story (£5)
Compiled by residents of this village in 1999 (the green ‘millennium book’) containing a

wealth of reproduced photographs.

•Newton St Cyres Historical Village Walks (£1)
Four brief walks around the Village, the Western Bluff, West Town and Station Road

with maps and an explanation of the road cuttings, levelling and straightening.

•Newton St Cyres Mining and Miners (£1)
Our mining heritage, both manganese, claimed to be “the first commercially successful
manganese mines in the world!”, and lead & silver up on Tin Pit Hill that may go back

to Roman times.

•Newton St Cyres Church – Statement of Significance (£2)
Describes the history and most important features of the church, dedicated to St Cyr

and St Julitta.

•Memories of Boyhood in a Devon Village (£3)
Written by Alfred Abraham, born in Newton St Cyres in 1893. He shares his memories

growing up in the village at the beginning of the 20th century.

•Newton St Cyres in the 1940s & 1950s (£5)
Written by Stella Cork, born in Newton St Cyres in 1934 and the daughter of the

village postmaster. She gives a remarkable description of families in the village and
an insight into village life.

•Newton St Cyres and The Civil War 1642-46 (£5)
The story of grief, hardship and a little excitement for those living in the village almost
400 years ago during the English Civil War supported by coloured photos and maps.

Would you have been a Roundhead or a Cavalier?

Also visit newtonwonder.net where you will find data and analyses on:
•Births, Deaths and Marriages in Newton St Cyres (16th–18th century)

•UK Censuses on Newton St Cyres (1841-1911)
•Newton St Cyres Tithe Map of 1843

Copies can be purchased by contacting

Jean Wilkins (01392 851337), jeanwilkins1@btinternet.com



November 2021

www.newtonwonder.netpage 58

NEWTON ST CYRES GARDENING CLUB

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING

SATURDAY 27TH NOVEMBER 1030 – 12 noon

in the Parish Hall

Raffle, Plants, Produce, Craft stalls

Bric-a-Brac, Books etc.

In addition

Men In Sheds will be with us again, selling refurbished and
renovated tools & garden equipment and rustic garden/allotment

items (Bird boxes, Planters etc.) made from donated recycled
materials. Ideal Christmas presents and helping support this local

group.

Also, Newton St Cyres Environmental Wellbeing Group
& Friends of the Churchyard will be available to chat through

the Parish Ecological Map and future plans and initiatives.
They would love to know what ecological areas you especially love

& value, as part of the community.

Tea/Coffee & Seasonal Refreshments available

We look forward to seeing you
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Steve Knightley at the Parish Hall
The Parish Hall was the venue for the first indoor live music event in the village since
February 2020. It was wonderful to see villagers, friends and fans of Steve Knightley
gathering together in anticipation of a wonderful evening of music. We had endeavoured
to make the Hall a safe space, with the necessary Covid measures in place, but without
spoiling the atmosphere of a live event.

I confess that seeing everyone gathered together was a very emotional moment for me. It
had been such a long time, with gigs being via Zoom until that evening. My husband
Michael and I had first seen Steve perform with Phil Beer, as Show of Hands, when
supporting Ralph McTell in Exeter back in 1993. So it was great to welcome him back to
Newton St Cyres, for a second time, on a solo tour.

The evening was a mix of songs from his back catalogue, together with some new
material, starting with the last song he had performed before lockdown, ‘You’ll Get By’.
Originally written for anyone going through difficulties in their lives, the song took on a
whole new importance as we all got locked away. Throughout the evening, he engaged
with the audience and gave an insight into how he writes these songs. From the themes
and stories which form the basis, to the final lyrics and music which really draw you in.

The audience were encouraged to join him in singing songs that have become West
Country ‘anthems’, such as Cousin Jack, The Dive and Longdog. Such lyrics led to Steve
and Phil being voted Greatest Devonians in 2006, in a poll run by Devon County Council
as part of the celebration of Devon’s cultural heritage. They were also awarded an
Honorary Doctorate, with Miranda Sykes, by Plymouth University in 2015 for services to
music.

Steve concluded with a newer song, ‘Best One
Yet’ a – rousing festival song, that resonated
with all those who had found the events around
Covid so difficult. It reflected on memories of
good times lost and better times to come. For
those of us at the event, it was the perfect way to
end the evening and look forward to future live
music events, and better times for us, and
musicians, who have themselves gone through
challenging times.

I gotta feeling this year
Is gonna be the best one yet
So let’s go
Get out in the green fields
To let the music flow.

Nicola Baker
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BRAMPFORD SPEKE WOMEN’S
INSTITUTE

The talk by David Ramsden on The Barn Owl Trust which was to have taken
place in October, has been postponed until next month. Anyone interested in
attending will be very welcome.

COUNTY EVENTS

The Bideford walk which had to be postponed last year finally took place. 28
WI members from many parts of the county met on the Quay for a guided
walk with local historian Peter Christie. along the quay into the little back
streets that had historically been the hub of the town and its importance as a
port. Warehousing was everywhere with a rope factory, where the employees
of the time walked backwards along this tiny street plaiting the huge ropes as
they went. Peter’s knowledge of the town brought everything to life.

As life is moving forward to the “new normal” we are busy planning events
for 2022. Our first event is a bird watching trip with Stuart Line cruises on
2nd March 2022. Later in the year we are hoping to run a Storytelling event
around a rural theme and in the late Summer or early Autumn a trip to
Occombe Farm.

Great News. “Les Miserables” is coming to the Plymouth Theatre Royal. We
are planning to go to the Matinee 26th May 2022.

DFWI Carol concert December 7th.

Our next meeting will be held in the village hall on 10th November 2021 at
2.30 p.m. The speaker will be David Ramsden from the Barn Owl Trust.

Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month. February, March,
October, November and December meetings will be held in the afternoons in
the Village Hall at 2.30 p.m. April to September meetings in the Village Hall
at 7.30 p.m. Visitors are always welcome for a nominal sum of £4.

Further information on our Institute can be obtained from Molly Luxton on
841270 or visit the DFWI website www.devon.thewi.org.uk

http://www.devon.thewi.org.uk
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Free Range Oven Ready Turkeys and 
Geese For Christmas 

    *Traditional Free Range Bronze Turkeys 

*Free Range Geese* 
       

Tel; 01392 841552 / 07889 825796 

*Order Online  www.exeterturkeyfarm.co.uk  
 *Home Delivery available* 

Mike & Tim Leach, Glebelands Farm, Upton Pyne, Exeter EX5 5JA

THE BARN OWL
TRUST

A talk by David Ramsden

Brampford Speke Village Hall

Wednesday 10th November

starting at 2.30 p.m.

to include tea and biscuits £4.

EVERYONE WELCOME
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We are grateful to James Walters and his family, especially his granddaughter
Alice for providing us with regular details of the rainfall in Newton St Cyres.

The Weather
in Newton St Cyres



November 2021

www.newtonwonder.net page 63

Page 17www.newtonwonder.net

 

                 
Jonathan Wood 

Veterinary Surgeon Ltd. 
01363 772319 

www.jwoodvet.co.uk 
 

24hr Emergency Service. 

As an RCVS accredited practice, we provide a 
friendly, caring, professional service for 

companion animals, equine and farm patients. 
We offer hydrotherapy and rehabilitation, 
modern ultrasound equipment, in house 

laboratory service, a mobile clinic and much 
more. For full details visit our website. 
We are proud to be accredited by the 

international cat care organisation as silver level 
cat friendly clinic. 

 

Do you have a child under the age of 5?

Or are you expecting your first baby?

Become a member of
Crediton Area Children’s Centre

We offer free play and development
sessions for children

With support and information
for local families

Contact us by ….
Telephone: 01363 777219 or 776903

Email: crediton@actionforchildren.org.uk

Facebook: search for
Mid Devon Children’s Centres

http://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/crediton-
childrens-centre

��������
A Sure Start Children's Centre

* SALES * SERVICING * REPAIRS
for most makes of

Lawnmowers and Garden machinery.

or
Trevor: 07834317030/Dean: 07821784805

Servicing of quad bikes also available.

Please don't hesitate to call:
Office: 01392 861 501

Chitterley Business Centre
( Unit 20 )
Silverton
Exeter
Devon

EX54DB

 

30 

Preventing Youth Homelessness 
 

Please see this link to a new website which may be of interest to you: 
http://www.yhdevon.co.uk/ 

The website provides advice for young people, parents and practitioners 
in Devon with the aim of preventing youth homelessness.  

Laura Maksymczuk 

Community Safety Support Officer 

Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership 

c/o Mid Devon District Council 

Phoenix House, Phoenix Lane 

Tiverton EX16 6PP 

01884 234997 

www.middevon.gov.uk/communitysafety 

Find and like us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pages/East-Mid
-Devon-Community-Safety-Partnership/309820502366135 

CREDITON CAR & 
M.O.T. CENTRE 

776076 (SALES) 

01363 772515 (SERVICE) 

www.creditoncarcentre.co .u k 

HONDA SPECIALIST 

QUALITY NEW & USED CARS 
D. WORDEN & A. DAFTERS 

33  

 

M A D E  T O  M E A S U R E  

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL  DIRECTORS 

M SILLI FANT &  SONS 
Bernard & Martin Sillifant 

20 Holloway Street, Exeter EX2 4JD 

Chapels of rest           Last offices 

Pre-paid funeral plans available 

A phone call will obtain our personal attention for all your require-

ments. 

Day and night service 

Telephone : Exeter 272 688 

 
 

COMPUTERS  

Mended - Upgraded - Replaced 
Printers, wi-fi, networking, broadband – 
supplied, installed, checked, changed, 

demonstrated. 
Changeover service to help you, your programs 

and your data move to a new computer. 
Local, friendly, professional, unbiased. 

Home visits or remote link-ups, including 
evenings or weekends, to suit you. 

Contact Ian Gunter on 01392 851841 

Page 30 www.newtonwonder.net
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B u i l d i n g & P l a s t e r i n g
Exeter

Quality Building at Affordable Prices
All aspects of building work undertaken

Telephone: 07764 938244
Evening: 01363 866060

Email: jamieacton@hotmail.com

JTA
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Neighbourhood Watch Deputies

For help, further information or to submit a report please go to the website or contact the
NSC Parish Council Co-ordinator Damien Hodge tel: 01392 851111

email: damienhodge@newtonstcyres-pc.gov.uk

Do you need any help in these times?
You are not alone

For any type of help contact Damien Hodge
on 851111 or email

damienhodge@newtonstcyres-pc.gov.uk or
contact your neighbourhood watch

deputy.They are here for you.

Tim Sedgwick Godolphin Close 2 851223 twsedgwick1@supanet.com

Sue Gee Church Area Glebe House 851164 asgee@btinternet.com

Tom Dowle Court Orchard 24 851704 tomdowle@live.co.uk

Chris Lee Langford Road Greenlands 851280

Mike Kersey Half Moon 12 851603

Sandy Fleming Newton House 12 851646 afleming12@btinternet.com

Wayne Meeton Norton Glenacre Sweetham 851954 wayne@wvmstudio.com

Derrick Rhydderch-
Evans

Pump Street Old Beams 851443 derrickrevans369@btinternet.com

David Vallance Sand Down Lane Manesty 851266 davidvallance2@icloud.com

Jacqui Ward Smallbrook 2 Broadgate Cottage 851918 Jacquiward30@yahoo.co.uk

Jill Hawksley Sweetham Station Cottage 851269 peterbrew@aol.com

Clive Wootton West Town 4 Meadowlands 851428 hollywallydoda@outlook.com

Alan Hancock Woodlands 851744

Damien Hodge Tytheing Close 2 851111 damienhodge@newtonstcyres-
pc.gov.uk

Geoffrey Jackson “The Village” Shaplands Cottage 851551 megalops@btinternet.com
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Newton St Cyres Parish Hall
Tues 09.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. & Thursdays 12.00 noon to 1.30 p.m.

with full Service

now selling some household requisites, confectionery and
magazines

Access by gate at far end of the Hall (coming from A377)

OFFERING ALL ASPECTS OF GARDEN
MAINTENANCE AND TREE SURGERY

GET IN TOUCH NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTE…

mobile – 07925429324
email –

jkensholegardenmaintenance@gmail.com
facebook-jkensholegardenmaintenance

instagram-jkensholegardenmaintenance

Josh Kenshole

Page 17www.newtonwonder.net

September 2017

Serving an array of good home cooked food using our own ales and locally
sourced produce, an excellent place to relax and unwind.

Presenting a variety of up to five individually brewed ales at any one time.

Bar Opening Hours:- 11am – 11pm (Sunday 12 noon - 10.30pm)

Food Served Monday – Saturday: 12 noon – 3 pm & 6 pm – 9.30pm
Sunday : 12noon – 6 pm (Winter Service)

Will, Victoria and the team offer everyone a warm welcome.
Please ring to book a table

Members of CAMRA, SIBA, & BII
Listed in many of the Good Pub & Good Food Guides

www.thebeerengine.co.uk info@thebeerengine.co.uk

Covered by all          Established 
major insurers          over 25 years

CREDITON & EXETER 
OSTEOPATHS

  Back & Neck pain
Joint problems & Sports Injuries

CREDITON COMPLEMENTARY 
HEALTH CENTRE
Qualified practitioners in:

Acupuncture & Chinese Herbal Medicine, 
Alexander Technique, Aromatherapy, 

Counselling, Cranial Osteopathy, Healing, 
Homeopathy, Manual Lymphatic Drainage, 

Nutritional Therapy, Osteopathy, Physiotherapy 
(bodywork), Reflexology

100 High Street, Crediton, EX17 3LF
01363 774175

100 High Street, Crediton, EX17 3LF
01363 774175

Notaries House, Chapel St., Exeter EX1 1AJ
01392 213899
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M A D E  T O  M E A S U R E  

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL  DIRECTORS 

M SILLI FANT &  SONS 
Bernard & Martin Sillifant 

20 Holloway Street, Exeter EX2 4JD 

Chapels of rest           Last offices 

Pre-paid funeral plans available 

A phone call will obtain our personal attention for all your require-

ments. 

Day and night service 

Telephone : Exeter 272 688 

 
 

Wrefords Lane, Exeter, Devon EX4 5BS.   
Tel: (01392) 422720 www.bartonplacefarm.co.uk

We sell our
own meat,

eggs, cakes,
honey and

local produce.
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ST CYR
COFFEE MORNING

NOVEMBER 13th, 2021
10.30 – 12.00

PARISH HALL
Newton St Cyres

Come and join us
for coffee and chat,

stall and raffle.

The Parish Church of St Cyr and St Julitta
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Coffee and Chat
in Church

November 7th

10.30

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
                                                                       

                                                         

                                                                                                                                              

                                                             

Newton St. Cyres Church's

Service of Remembrance

will be held on November 14th

at 10.50 a.m.

Private Prayer
The Church is now OPEN

six days a week
(not Friday)
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Remember, remember … that Christmas is coming

November has become the month for remembering. We remember that
Christmas is coming, and we had better do something about it. We also
remember our history and those who have died to keep us a sovereign nation.
Remembrance Sunday on the 14th is there ‘lest we forget’; our past, our story,
who we are, the values of our country, but mostly ‘lest we forget’ our hope for
the future. All remembering involves looking back and looking forward.

I had an unusual experience this autumn. A retired RCMP officer bought a WWI
Canadian uniform on eBay. The name of the soldier was still in the uniform, so
he was able to uncover what this man had done in the Great War and to track
down his descendants. The soldier was my grandfather. He had emigrated to
Canada at 18 but signed up when war broke out aged 23. He survived the war
but died before I was born. My uncle gathered the family and the RCMP officer
brought the uniform and gave a presentation about my grandfather’s journey
through WWI. I was not there but thanks to modern technology, I saw a
recording of it.

I was struck by a photo of my cousin at the event. She is younger than me and
had never met her grandfather either. In the photo she is hugging the
mannequin on which the uniform was displayed. She was hugging her
grandfather. This photo explains remembering to me. It was not re-enacting an
action she had done before. It was imagining what she would do if they had
been alive at the same time and doing it in the present.

The slogan ‘lest we forget’ goes beyond remembering the important events and
the people from the past. It implies that we remember for the sake of the
future. We imagine ourselves with previous generations to allow their
experience to affect our actions today.

This is what we are doing every time we join with our neighbours in Holy
Communion. We remember what Jesus did, as if we were there at the Last
Supper with him. We imagine/remember ourselves there, so that we can live
the in the present with Jesus. The Christian hope for the future is founded on
what happened at the cross. We dare not forget.

As I said, in November we also remember that Christmas is coming. Advent
begins on November 28th. Our villages will have lots of celebrations (hopefully)
including carol services when we will hear those words from John’s Gospel, ‘In
him was life!’ We remember so that we can know life in its fullness which gives
us hope for the future. How is your remembering affecting your life today?

Rev. Julia Hocking
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SERVICES & INFORMATION NOVEMBER 2021 
The Netherexe Parishes - A Mission Community in the Diocese of Exeter 

Please note these services are proposed for November 2021 and  
may change due to Government Restrictions and COVID-19 tiering. 

Please check for current information by visiting our website at www.netherexe.org 

Sunday 7 November 3rd Sunday before Advent  
09:30 am Holy Communion     [CW] Thorverton JH 
10:00 am Reflective Service  Stoke Canon Lay Led  
10:30 am Coffee & Chat  Newton St Cyres Lay Led 

Thursday 11 November Armistice Day 
10:50 am Armistice Day Service*  Rewe War Memorial, Green Lane, Rewe JH 
10:50 am Armistice Day Service*  Thorverton War Memorial, Thorverton Churchyard LF 
*Please note these are Open Air Services, please dress accordingly 

Sunday 14 November Remembrance Sunday 
10:00 am Remembrance Service     Thorverton   JH 
         Joint with Royal British Legion 
10:15 am  Remembrance Service                             Stoke Canon    Lay Led  
         Joint with Huxham 
10:50 am All Age Remembrance Service     Rewe    Lay Led 
10:50 am Remembrance Service/Holy Communion [CW]  Upton Pyne   GC 
         Joint with Brampford Speke 
10:50 am Remembrance Service     Newton St Cyres  LF 
06:00 pm Remembering Service     Cadbury   Lay Led 
  
Sunday 21 November Sunday before Advent 
09:30 am Open Door       Zoom/TBC*   LF 
09:30 am  Holy Communion   [CW]  Brampford Speke   GC 
11:15 am Holy Communion   [CW]  Cadbury   KR 
05:00 pm Holy Communion   [CW]  Stoke Canon   MSS  

Sunday 28 November Advent 1 
09:30 am Holy Communion with Baptism  [CW]  Newton St Cyres  TL 
10:00 am Messy Church      Stoke Canon   Lay Led 
11:15 am Holy Communion by Extension    Rewe    LF 
11:15 am Service of the Word & Baptism    Cadbury   JH 

Abbreviations: CW = Common Worship BCP = Book of Common Prayer 

Evening Prayer: Every Tuesday 6:00 pm in Rewe Church  

Some Churches are still operating on a booking system for Covid safety. Please make every effort to contact the 
following people if you wish to attend services at the following churches:   
Rewe   Sheila Newton  01392 860082  rewe.nativity@gmail.com 
Stoke Canon  Valerie Mills  01392 841659  valeriehandfordmills@gmail.com 
Thorverton  Royston Kershaw 01392 860419  thorvertoncw@gmail.com     

*Open Door:   https://zoom.us/j/92093317053?pwd=bjhzcGRrSTQ2TW9sODFWU2dLU204QT09 
To join by telephone: Ring 0203 901 7895  Meeting ID: 920 9331 7053 Passcode: 117621 
  
This information will also be available via our website at www.netherexe.org  see “Please Note” section of the homepage. 

Who’s Who …...? Abbreviations Key 
JH Revd Julia Hocking  LF Laura Ford     
TL Revd Tony Lane  KR Revd Preb Kathy Roberts  
GC Revd Preb Graham Cotter MSS Revd’s Michael & Sharon Simpson 
TBC To be confirmed. 
For more information about the Netherexe Parishes please see www.netherexe.org or contact: 
Mrs Juliette Lea [Administrator]    Mr Peter Shepherd [Administrator] 
Tuesday & Thursday [09:00 – 15:00]   Monday & Wednesday [09:00 – 13:00] 
Tel:  07594 714590     Tel: 07551 844321  
Email: administration@netherexe.org   Email: administration@netherexe.org      
Correspondence:  The Netherexe Parishes, Church Office, St Mary Magdalene Church, Stoke Canon, Exeter, EX5 4AS.
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Set by Alberich

Cryptic Crossword

Crossword No XC256602

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27

28 29

30

ACROSS
1 Hot on health, Uri could be sanctimonious (6-4-

4)

9 Earns roughly a pound for the team (7)

10 One responsible for hospital cuts? (7)

11 Dines on lamb and beef, perhaps, but no starter 

(4)

12 Passage is a tissue of lies (5)

13 See daughter at opening of exhibition (4)

16 Awful ordeal involving Penny’s cat (7)

17 Hemingway for example is said to be serious 

(7)

18 British equestrian sport is stimulating (7)

21 Very full, having bolted a stew (7)

23 Doctor I perceive at first as ineffectual type (4)

24 I wander back to find New Zealander (5)

25 One who ruled in bygone Rome (4)

28 Not good to move out the country, an Islamic 

one (7)

29 I’m following Milan team for the meantime (7)

30 Ben hid tatty newspaper that’s out of date 

(6,3,5)

DOWN
1 Stars and models have them? (8,6)

2 So hotel failed in African country (7)

3 English cricket side initially stagnated for ages 

(4)

4 Agreed everyone’s bound to go outside (7)

5 Jack’s new love is free from blame (7)

6 Sounds like rush or weed (4)

7 What 10 Across does for work (7)

8 Quotes could provide varied comments (8,6)

14 First off, wrongly naming street urchin (5)

15 Think anxiously of offspring (5)

19 Annie is foolishly idiotic (7)

20 Leader of Indian state gives permission to 

proceed (2-5)

21 To polish with running water is hard (7)

22 Those people will accept alternative energy 

principle (7)

26 One boy raised by painter (4)

27 A flier is up to no good (2,2)

Crossword No XC256602

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12 13

14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25

26 27

28 29

30

ACROSS
1 Hot on health, Uri could be sanctimonious (6-4-

4)

9 Earns roughly a pound for the team (7)

10 One responsible for hospital cuts? (7)

11 Dines on lamb and beef, perhaps, but no starter 

(4)

12 Passage is a tissue of lies (5)

13 See daughter at opening of exhibition (4)

16 Awful ordeal involving Penny’s cat (7)

17 Hemingway for example is said to be serious 

(7)

18 British equestrian sport is stimulating (7)

21 Very full, having bolted a stew (7)

23 Doctor I perceive at first as ineffectual type (4)

24 I wander back to find New Zealander (5)

25 One who ruled in bygone Rome (4)

28 Not good to move out the country, an Islamic 

one (7)

29 I’m following Milan team for the meantime (7)

30 Ben hid tatty newspaper that’s out of date 

(6,3,5)

DOWN
1 Stars and models have them? (8,6)

2 So hotel failed in African country (7)

3 English cricket side initially stagnated for ages 

(4)

4 Agreed everyone’s bound to go outside (7)

5 Jack’s new love is free from blame (7)

6 Sounds like rush or weed (4)

7 What 10 Across does for work (7)

8 Quotes could provide varied comments (8,6)

14 First off, wrongly naming street urchin (5)

15 Think anxiously of offspring (5)

19 Annie is foolishly idiotic (7)

20 Leader of Indian state gives permission to 

proceed (2-5)

21 To polish with running water is hard (7)

22 Those people will accept alternative energy 

principle (7)

26 One boy raised by painter (4)

27 A flier is up to no good (2,2)
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Solution to the October 2021 Cryptic Crossword

Sudoku
All you have to do
is fill in the squares
so that each row,
each column and
each square contain
all the numbers
from 1- 9.

Crossword No XC256501

SOLUTION

1

O R
2

P H
3

A N
4

A G
5

E
6

W E
7

A K

R T D N C H N
8

P
9

I R A T E L Y
10

S M A C K E R

G R N W T T L E
11

A C M E
12

H A R A S S M E N T

M I
13

C Y T O T
14

I N G M A R
15

V I N E G
16

A R Y

A P
17

G C V U
18

C O N T R A I L
19

J E S T E
20

R

E I G
21

E R H I
22

R E
23

C Y C L A B L E
24

L O N G

E E I B I
25

B R H
26

A M A T O R Y
27

C H A R I O T

L S U T I N S L
28

P E T S
29

E X T R E M E L Y

ACROSS
1 orphanage. 6 weak. 9 irately. 10 smacker. 11 acme. 12 harassment. 14 Ingmar. 15 vinegary. 18 contrail. 19

jester. 22 recyclable. 24 long. 26 amatory. 27 chariot. 28 pets. 29 extremely. 

Hard Puzzle 9,278,199,285

 Back to puzzle     Print another... 

© Web Sudoku 2021 - www.websudoku.com

2 5
8 7 5

5 9 3
8 1 6 9 5

1 8
5 4 7 8 2

2 3 4
6 9 2

5 3
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WHO'S WHO IN THE VILLAGE

Priest-in-Charge To be appointed

Church Wardens Sue Browne, 1 Glebelands, Sand Down Lane 01392 851460

PCC Hon Secretary Pita Burt                      pitaburt@gmail.com 01392 851410

PCC Hon Treasurer Brian Please, Compass House, Sand Down Lane 01392 851507

Electoral Roll Officer Jen Holt, 21 Woodlands 01392 851521

Tower Captain Mary Quicke  - mary@quickes.co.uk 07729 844945

DOCTORS (Crediton) New Valley Surgery, - Drs Hall, Saunders, Harris, 
Ziegler, Nicholls, Davies and Spriggs

01363 772263

Chiddenbrook Surgery - Drs Twomey,  Braddick, 
Griffiths, Kirwan and Parker

01363 772227

NEWTON WONDER 
MAGAZINE & WEBSITE

Editor – Peter Hawksley 
Email: editor@newtonwonder.net

01392 851269

PARISH COUNCIL Chairman - Jim Enright 
Clerk - Jane Hole

01392 851859 
01392 851148

PARISH HALL Chairman – Roger Wilkins 
Booking Sect - Mary Long, -  
maryglong@btinternet.com  

01392 851337 
  
 01392 851624 

PRIMARY SCHOOL Head of Teaching – James Akhurst  
Administrator - Maxine Pople

01392 851267 
01392 851267

Newton Nippers Pre-
School

Contact the school 01392 851267 

Newton Nappies Toddler 
Group

Emily Rickard 01392 851899

RECREATION CLUB Chairman - Tony Lewis, 80 Wrefords Lane, Exeter 
Booking Secretary - Mrs Wendy Lewis, 80 
Wrefords Lane, Exeter

01392 432287 

01392 432287

Newton Revels Chairman - Eric Fee -  ericwfee@hotmail.com 01392 851595

Art Group Jenny Hallam, jennyhallam6@gmail.com 7787383658

Neighbourhood Watch Damien Hodge, 2 Tytheing Close 
damien.hodge@centraxgt.com

01392 851111

Footpath Warden Steve Parker 01392 851505

Cancer Research UK Jean Wilkins, Coldharbour, Sand Down Lane 01392 851337
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The NEWTON WONDER is delivered within the Parish at a charge of only £5.00
per year.

Please contact Gerry Radford on 01392 851504 or email
paul.radford3@btinternet.com.

If you move away it can be posted for an additional £7.50 p.a.
To pay online/by BACS please ensure that payment is made to

"Newton Wonder Community Magazine"
Sort Code: 30-93-14 Account Number: 05351394

Community Police PCSO Nicola Payne, Police Station, Crediton 
Nicola.payne@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk

Dial 101

District Councillor Graeme Barnell, Halses, West Town Rd.                     
Email: gbarnell@middevon.gov.uk

01392 851308

County Councillor Margaret Squires 01363 84337

Local M P Mel Stride 
mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk

01392 823306

Football Club Mark Smaldon 7733455177

Friends of NSC Station Chris Southcott 01392 851569

Luncheon Club John Salter, Hill Park 01392 851346 

Mah Jong Club Geoff Jackson                    megalops@btinternet.com 01392 851551

Newton Ramblers Rosemary Chambers 01392 851400 

Tennis Club Secretary Laura Leigh 01647 24259

Twinning Lorraine Mitchell 01392 851596

Upton Pyne PC Jacqui Ward-                     jacquiward30@yahoo.co.uk 01392 851918

Young Farmers Will Ayre (Chairman)                      willayre@hotmail.co.uk 7964286831

Archery Alison Couling 01392 841282

Gardening Club Jane Timlett 01392 851361

Honky Tonks Line Dancing Paula Benford 01392 210830

History Group Jean Wilkins 01392 851337

Table Tennis Roger Wilkins 01392 851337

Friends of the Arboretum Roger Wilkins 01392 851337

Crediton Citizen’s Advice Adviceline  (10.30 - 3.30) 03444 111444 
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Printed by Community Magazine Printing, Northmoor, Whitstone, Holsworthy, EX22 6TD.
Tel:-01288 341617 or 07784 008471.

Email:- printroom@communitymagazineprinting.co.uk

The editorial team of the Newton Wonder does not necessarily agree with the
views of contributors contained in their published articles. This is a community
magazine and it is our policy to print reports, articles and submissions that
might be of interest to the community - provided that we have sufficient space
to do so and they are not libellous in content.

The Newton Wonder team consists of Peter Hawksley and Peter Cordingley
(editors). Daphne Clague, Richard Nicholls and Gerry Radford.

Articles for Publication: Please email to Peter Hawksley,
editor@newtonwonder.net. Tel: 01392 851269

Notices of Local Events: Please email to Peter Hawksley as above.

Local voluntary Village events are included free of charge.

Advertisements: Please contact Richard Nicholls at richnick@outlook.com.
Tel: 01392 851877. Please include your business name, address, ad-size
required and number of insertions. Payment in advance: cheques made
payable to Newton Wonder Community Magazine and sent to Richard
Nicholls, Landown, Sand Down Lane, Newton St Cyres, EX5 5DE.

All items for publication must arrive by the 15th of the month before
publication. Please send by email wherever possible otherwise they should be
sent to the Editor at Station Cottage, Newton St Cyres EX5 5AS

We aim to distribute the Newton Wonder at the beginning of the month but this
cannot be guaranteed. It is recommended, therefore, that events taking place
early in the month be advertised the previous month.

The Newton Wonder is delivered to local households and businesses at an
annual charge of £5. Additional copies can be purchased from the Post Office/
Village Store.

Advertising Rates for the Newton Wonder

1 Year Colour
Small (approx. 73mm x 
46mm £30.00 £40.00

Quarter Page £60.00 £70.00

Half Page £100.00 £120.00

Full Page £200.00 £200.00
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Call 01363 773533 • www.ashgrovekitchens.co.uk

Beautiful kitchens, beautifully made.

Authentic Italian
Food freshly
prepared and
cooked in our

kitchen
*

All food sourced
locally

*
Two Course

Lunch
Monday to

Friday - £13.95
*

Open from 12
noon to 10 pm

*
Tel:01392 851811

Takeaway and delivery available
Please ring for details


